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Staffordshire born Vera Bri ain 
wrote the novel The Testament of 
Youth, wri en about her life and 

experiences during the First World 
War years.  

There is a plaque in Normacot Holy Evangelist Church to commemorate poet Vera Bri ain, thanks to 
Julie for poin ng this out and her poem ‘Perhaps’is on the back page of this months magazine. 

Vera Bri ain was born in Newcastle-Under-Lyme the daughter of a wealthy family who owned paper 
mills in Hanley and Cheddleton. When she was 11 her family moved to Buxton, in Derbyshire where 
later she began her career in nursing.  She was raised in Melrose House, on Park Lane. During her me 
as a Voluntary Detachment Nurse Vera worked in war hospitals in London, spent me in Malta, and 
also was deployed to France. During this me, she treated soliders with horrific injuries, including 
those with severed limbs, several who had been gassed, and also worked in a hospital under fire.  

In a me where intelligent women were o en viewed as una rac ve, it was Vera’s ability to discuss 
her experiences with her brother Edward and fiancé Roland Leighton, that helped to expose other 
women to the reality of war.  

Vera Bri ain wrote many books following her experiences, most famously The Testament of Youth. 
She wanted to honour the thousands 
of soldiers who lost their lives in ba le. 
She also used her experiences to      
impress her message that war     
shouldn’t be an op on  
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Pilgrimage to Assisi 
In the Footsteps of St Francis 

 

This year’s parish pilgrimage will be to Assisi, the home of St Francis, 
and will take place from 22nd—29th September. Return flights to Rome 
will be from East Midlands airport and will leave and return at a       
civilized hour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights of the tour include: 
The Basilicas of St Francis & St Clare 

The Hermitage, San Damiano & the ‘Little Portion’ 

Gubbio—home to the ‘wolf of St Francis’ 

Norcia—birthplace of St Benedict, founder of Western monasticism 

Bavagna—and the stone on which Francis preached to the birds 

Montefalco—the ‘falcon’s nest’ and home to St Clare of Montefalco 

Orvieto—with its cathedral frescoes and chapel to a miracle 
 

Information, booking forms and prices are now available from the Office! 

3

Pilgrimage Meeting 
 

There will be a meeting in the Walchester Room at St Francis’s Church on 

Wednesday 11th February at 7.30 pm to   

discuss this year’s pilgrimage to Assisi and to 

look back on some highlights of the previous   

pilgrimages to  Cyprus (2011), France (2012)  

and the Holy Land (2014). 

Music, laughter and light refreshments! 



 4 

From the Vicarage 

My dear friends 

Having ‘kicked off’ the celebrations for the 75th anniversary of St Francis’s last 
month with the visits of the Bishops of Stafford and Ebbsfleet, this month we begin 
a series of colt films from the decades since 1940. Our offerings this month are 

‘Dumbo’ for the 
children and, for the 
adults, ‘It’s a       
Wonderful Life’. 
Both are iconic 
films which very 
much  reflect the 
age in which they 
were produced.  

Although I was still a long way off being born (really!) when these films were made, 
am I alone in thinking that, in spite of the horrors and dangers of the war and       
despite the very real poverty which was around, this was a simpler and, dare I say, 
happier, age? 

Certainly, growing up in the sixties and seventies still seemed to retain something, 
at least, of the traditional pattern of childhood. We played in the streets, wandered 
alone or in small groups, without adult supervision, through the forests and hills, 
swam unguarded in the local river, experimented with home-made concoctions (for 
eating, drinking and exploding!) and generally basked in the warm sunlight of   
childhood, which seemed to exist not only in the long, hot summers but also in the 
freezing cold of a Highland winter. True, we were without computers, mobile phones 
or even, for most of us, a colour TV—but life seemed none the poorer for that.      
Instead, we had freedom, companionship and opportunity for adventure—whether it 
came in the form of building a raft to sail on the local salt marsh, climbing the local 
mountain or rough camping under flimsy canvas by the burn. 

Now, the culture in which children are growing up in is very different—and I do not 
mean that the obvious material conditions are different, much though they are.    
Rather, there is a very real difference in society which is frankly alarming. The    
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freedoms we all took (and perhaps still take) for granted and for which people died in 
the War are very much under threat. Freedom of speech now appears to be freedom 
of speech only insofar as one conforms to nebulous ‘British values’ Which appear to 
be arbitrarily concocted by a cabal of civil servants, government advisers and the 
‘chattering class’ in general. The proud Christian heritage of this country which,   
whatever the private beliefs of many of our fellow-countrymen, was a clear and       
obvious marker for our culture, has all but disappeared within a generation. The      
ages-long concern for the integrity of innocent human life has now vanished, to be   
replaced by mantras and sound-bites extolling ‘human rights’ but in which the most 
basic human right of all, the right to life, is under ferocious attack at both the            
beginning and end of life. We live in an age in which ‘culture’ is debased, in which the 
making of money is an end in itself and in which the values which shaped our society 
have been hijacked and rewritten to radically recast our society in a way which is  
reminiscent of Huxley’s ‘Brave New World’. 

I do not possess a crystal ball in which I can see how our nation will develop over the 
next 75 years. However, I do know that, as Christians, it is our duty to engage with  
society in a critical and challenging way. It is no longer enough for us to sit back and 
assume that life will continue in much the same way as it has done in the past. New 
developments in medicine, in science and in patterns of living bring not only benefits 
but challenges which, as Christians, we must be aware of and must engage with. If 
we ourselves are unable to engage in this, then we need to support, especially by 
prayer, those who are able. Christians are standing up for what is right but their voices 
are often being ignored. We need to take part, through action or/and through prayer, 
in working to ensure that our culture does not become even further from the Gospel 
values which are, in fact, the true ‘British values’. 

With every prayer, Fr David 

Deanery Synod, Open Meeting 
Wednesday 11th February, Starting at 7.30pm 
St. James', Uttoxeter Road, Longton, ST3 1PQ   

All are welcome to attend. Each parish will have space to  
advertise what's going on in their churches and we will be ad-

vertising our own activities including the  
St Francis’ 75th Anniversary events. 
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Church Calendar Dates – February 2015 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, including the 

inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed on church no ce boards.  
 

 
Sunday  1st  Candlemas (transferred) 

Tuesday  3rd  St Blaise, B & M 

Thursday  5th  St Agatha, V & M 

Sunday  8th  Sexagesima Sunday 

Sunday  15th Quinquagesima Sunday 

Wednesday 18th Ash Wednesday (Start of Lent) 

 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT OF THE CHURCH: 
 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL  POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.    
PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT THE 
POLICE on 101 

Ash Wednesday 
18th February 

Low Mass: Holy Evangelists, 10am 
Sung Mass: St Francis, 7.30pm 

Stations of the Cross 
Every Monday in Lent at  

St Francis’, starting 23rd February, 7.30pm and 
one on Friday 20th March 
Holy Evangelists’, 3.30pm 
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PCC Meeting 

Next meeting Tuesday 17th February 
7.30pm at St Francis’ 

preceded by Mass at 7.00pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Fr David at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like 
a visit (sick, housebound or in  

hospital) please speak to Fr David, 
or ring 398585 to advise him of the 

details.  Many thanks. 
Please don’t assume that someone 

else will have told him. 
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Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th Anniversary  
Celebrations 

 

If you have any photos please hand them 
in to the Parish Office (they can be 

scanned so you don’t need to leave the  
originals).  Also a description of any  

other memorabilia you are  
prepared to lend.  

Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 
 

 
WATCH THIS SPACE 

PRIZES NEEDED FOR 

RAFFLES THROUGHOUT 

THE YEAR PLEASE ! 
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From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’  
and St Francis’ 

Baptisms:  
Holy Evangelists’: 18th January - Ruby Hazel Keay 
St Francis’:  10th Janurary - Ellie Jane Sherratt 
    11th January - Abigail Maisie & Emily Beatrice Hurst 
Weddings:  None 
Funerals:
Holy Evangelists’: 28th January - Kathleen Brian 
St Francis’:   16th January - John Rushton  
      19th January - Arthur (Jim) Talbot 
      27th January - Yvonne Carol Clarke 

I asked God to take away my habit. God Said "No" 
It is not for me to take away, But for you to give it up. 

 

I asked God to make my handicapped child whole. God Said "No" 
Her spirit is whole, her body is only temporary. 

 

I asked God to grant me pa ence. God Said "No" 
Pa ence is a byproduct of tribula ons; It isn't granted, it is learned. 

 

I asked God to give me happiness. God Said "No" 
I give you blessings; Happiness is up to you. 

 

I asked God to spare me. God Said "No" 
Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares And brings you closer to me. 

 

I asked God to make my spirit grow. God Said "No" 
You must grow on your own, But I will prune you to make you frui ul.  

 

I asked God for all things that I might enjoy life. God Said "No" 
I will give you life, So that you may enjoy all things. 

 

I asked God to help me LOVE others, as much as He loves me. God said...” Ahhhh” 
Finally you have the idea. 

 

Love God……….  

Lent Course Starts  
St Francis’ on Tuesday 24th February at 7.30pm 

Holy Evangelists’ on Wednesday 25th February at 2.00pm 
For five weeks 
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Attendance and Collection Information: December 2014 
 Sunday   

Communicants 
Sunday Total  
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

December 7th 67 74 27 

December 14th 75 81 32 

December 21st 93 98 158 
(Christmas) 

December 28th 35 40 No Masses 

Average Weekly collection £533.73 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Baby/
Toddler group for  
children under 4    
Holy Evangelists’ 

Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 
during term time.  

Please contact Sue for more  
information 

07960 210631 
sgoodwin416@yahoo.co.uk 

11

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes)  
Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
     Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm 
St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 

Tiddlers 
Our Parent & Baby/
Toddler group for  
children under 4    

St Francis’ 
Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

sgoodwin416@yahoo.co.uk 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting 23rd February (Note Date Change) 

“Saltbox” - all welcome 
 

We started off our “New Year” on 19th January with our AGM followed 
by a bring & share afternoon tea. We made lots of plans for the coming 
year all centred round worship, prayer, fellowship and fun. A programme 
of events and dates is on the notice boards at both our churches along 
with the financial reports for 2014. 
As part of the 75th Anniversary celebrations at St Francis’ I have been 
asked to “showcase” the Mothers’ Union branches at both St Francis and 
Normacot. If any of you have memories or photos of either of these groups 
would you please share the information with me so that I can set some-
thing up that is both informative and interesting. Any information would 
help as I have very little knowledge of Normacot and none on the St 
Francis’ Mothers’ Union. 
Dates for your diary: 
19th February: Deanery Meeting (Venue and time TBA) 
16th March: Lady Day—Normacot to host, 2.00pm 
12th May: Deanery Meeting—Hartshill, 2.00pm 
11th August: Mary Sumner Day—Hartsill, 2.00pm 
10th December: Carol Service—Trentham, 2.00pm 
My Love to you all, Jenny 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 
 

Please note that in January 2015 the cost of The Beacon will rise to 70p 
per issue / £7 for the year paid in advance. We’re sorry to have to do this 
but the cost of producing the magazine increases every year. 
If you have a yearly subscrip on you can now access the current           
magazines online (in full colour) at our website www.mhandn.org. Contact 
Ann in the office for details and to receive a password. Older issues can be 
accessed by everyone. 
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A married couple was in a terrible accident where the woman's face was severely burned. 
The doctor told the husband that they couldn't gra  any skin from her body because she was too skinny. 
So the husband offered to donate some of his own skin. 
However, the only skin on his body that the doctor felt was suitable would have to come from his 
bu ocks. 
The husband and wife agreed that they would tell no one about where the skin came from, and           
requested that the doctor also honour their secret. 
A er all, this was a very delicate ma er. 
A er the surgery was completed, everyone was astounded at the woman's new beauty. 
She looked more beau ful than she ever had before! 
All her friends and rela ves just went on and on about her youthful beauty! 
One day, she was alone with her husband, and she was overcome with emo on at his sacrifice. 
She said, "Dear, I just want to thank you for everything you did for me. There is no way I could ever     
repay you." 
"My darling," he replied, "Think nothing of it. 
I get all the thanks I need every me I see your mother kiss you on the cheek.  
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A tourist in Vienna is going 
through a graveyard and all of a 
sudden he hears music. 
No one is around, so he starts 
searching for the source. 
He finally locates the origin and 
finds it is coming from a grave 
with a headstone that reads: 
"Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770- 1827". Then he realizes 
that the music is Beethoven's Ninth Symphony and it is 
being played backward! 
Puzzled, he leaves the graveyard and persuades a friend 
to return with him. 
By the time they arrive back at the grave, the music has 
changed. This time it is the Seventh Symphony, but like 
the previous piece, it is being played backwards 
Curious, the men agree to consult a music scholar. When 
they return with the expert, the Fifth Symphony is play-
ing, again backwards. 
The expert notices that the symphonies are being played 
in the reverse order to which they were composed, the 
9th, then the 7th, then the 5th. 
By the next day the word had spread, and a crowd has 
gathered around the grave. 
They are all listening to the Second Symphony being 
played backward. Just then the graveyard's caretaker am-
bles up to the group. 
Someone in the group asks him if he has an explanation 
for the music. 
"I would have thought it was obvious," the caretaker 
says. 
"He's decomposing." 

GPS 
 I have a little GPS 
I've had it all my life 
It's better than the normal ones 
My GPS is my wife 
 
It gives me full instructions 
Especially how to drive 
"It's sixty miles an hour", it says 
"You're doing sixty five" 
 
It tells me when to stop and start 
And when to use the brake 
And tells me that it's never ever 
Safe to overtake 
 
It tells me when a light is red 
And when it goes to green 
It seems to know instinctively 
Just when to intervene 
 
It lists the vehicles just in front 
And all those to the rear 
And taking this into account 
It specifies my gear. 
 
I'm sure no other driver 
Has so helpful a device 
For when we leave and lock the car 
It still gives its advice. 
 
It fills me up with counseling 
Each journey's pretty fraught 
So why don't I exchange it 
And get a quieter sort? 
 
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, 
Makes sure I'm properly fed, 
It washes all my shirts and things 
And - lets me have a shed. 
 
Despite all these advantages 
And my tendency to scoff, 
I do wish that once in a while 
I could turn the damned thing off  
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St Francis 75th Anniversary 2015 
"The Children's Church" - celebra ng 75 years at 
the heart of the community 

In 1940, the country was embroiled in a world 
war. However, in one small corner of Staffordshire 
a happy event was taking place - the consecra on 
of a new church, St Francis, Meir Heath. At the 

me, it was known as the 'Children's Church'     
because it was part-funded by money raised from 
church schools in the diocese. Over the last 75 years, the parish has seen huge changes 
and this anniversary provides a  perfect opportunity to record the history of the parish 
for the benefit of future genera ons as well as celebra ng the changes in industry,   
history, culture and, of course, worship that has taken place over the last 8 decades. 
We want to ensure a las ng legacy that is accessible to all, using events, ac vi es,   
services and digital media par cularly to excite and engage all parishioners, including 
young people and families, with their local heritage and the church that has been at 
the heart of it all since 1940. 

The events taking place throughout the year truly include something for everyone ... 

Fashion, movies and music through the decades.  

Lectures on a variety of subjects – local history, industrial heritage, Meir Park 
WW2 airfield. 

Trips to other related heritage sites 

Food – two food based events are planned – a Ra on Book meal and a 70’s 
supper. 

Displays of memorabilia and photographs. 

Community Weekend – a fun programme of ac vi es bringing together a 
range of local groups and historic displays including vintage vehicles,           
mini-steam train rides, heritage games and toys through the decades, flower 
fes val and more. 

Special services and themed Lent and Advent courses. 

Turin Shroud exhibi on. 

Collec on of oral memories on DVD and website 
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We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in our bid to the Heritage 
Lo ery Fund for a grant, which will go a long way towards funding some of these      
heritage events, in par cular the produc on of a professional DVD and website, so that 
they can be shared by as many members of the parish as possible. The website will  
contain the DVD, other recordings and scans of any historical photos or documents   
collected during the year.  Items of memorabilia that are donated during the year will 
form a permanent display at St Francis – if you have anything of interest from any of 
the decades, get in touch with Ann in the office. So if you have a ra on book, gas mask, 
posters, commemora ve china, old phones, radios, toys, games, and of course photos, 
do get in touch, Our aim is to provide a las ng record and interest with the history and 
heritage of our local area, its people, industry and St Francis Church's role in providing 
pastoral care and support to the community, not only in the past, but in the future. 

The Anniversary celebra ons need YOU - None of this can happen without the help of 
volunteers from our parish, members of the church and other groups and                     
organisa ons. Over the next few weeks we will be appealing for commitment from   
volunteers with a wide variety of skills to help with events and ac vi es taking place 
throughout 2015. These include: 

Collec ng, colla ng and record historical informa on and memorabilia          
(training given) 

Conduc ng oral history interviews (training given) 

Refreshments 

Stewarding at events 

Helping with displays 

Costume making and set building 

Se ng up and packing away before and a er events 

Adver sing and other forms of promo on 

...and much more 

Key diary dates of events are shown on the events 
calendar on the next page some of these are          
provisional. A full metable will be available by      
January 2015. 
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January 11 Benefice mass (St Francis) 
  17 Messy Church 
  24 Burns Supper 
February 10 TALK – History of the area—POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
  20 Movie – 1940s 
  21 Movie – for children 1940s 
  24 Lent course begins (changes in liturgy through the decades) 
March 7-8 Children’s pilgrimage to Walsingham 
  28 Messy Church 
April 17 Movie – 1950s 
  18 Movie – for children 1950s 
  28 TALK – Local mining industry 
May 9 TRIP – Na onal Mining Museum 
  12 Movie – 1960s 
  15-17 Walsingham Pilgimage 
  16 Movie – for children 1960s 
June 6 Messy Church 
  9 TALK – Meir Park Aerodrome 
  13 TRIP – Imperial War Museum- Salford Quays 
  19 Stoke, Smoke and Sandbags – original drama by Shelley Brooker 
    Ra on Book Supper 
  26 Movie – 1970s 
  27 Movie – for children 1970s 
July 3-5 COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 
  19 Benefice mass (Holy Evangelists) 
August 8 TRIP - Ceramics heritage 
  14 Movie – 1980s 
  15 Movie – for children 1980s 
September 8 TALK – History of St Francis church 
  12 70s supper 
  18 Movie – 1990s 
  19 Movie – for children 1990s 
  26 TRIP – St Francis Friar Park (Possible date for pilgrimage to Assisi) 
October 4 St Francis Day 
  5-10 Turin Shroud Exhibi on at St Francis Church 
  16 Movie – 2000s 
  17 Movie – for children 2000s 
  25 Grand Fes val Mass 
November 8 Remembrance Sunday (focussing on WWII) 

  20 Fashion Show through the decades 
  28 Autumn Fayre 
December 1 Advent course begins 
  31 Parish Party and look back over the year’s celebra ons 

75th Anniversary 
Diary Dates 
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Made by children 
at St Ma hew’s 

Happy faces at the 
Burns Supper! Many 

thanks to Yvonne!
(Good to see  

so much tartan) 
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HHelpers get to have fun 
too! Come along and join in! 

Our 

January  

Messy  

Church 
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Catholic Vocabulary List 
 

AMEN:  
The only part of a prayer that everyone knows.   

    
BULLETIN:  

Your receipt for attending Mass.  
    

CHOIR:  
A group of people whose singing allows the rest of the congregation to lip-sync.   

    
HOLY WATER:  

A liquid whose chemical formula is H2OLY.   
    

HYMN:  
A song of praise usually sung in a key three octaves higher than that of the  

congregation's range.   
    

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  
The last song at Mass often sung a little more quietly, since most of the people 

have already left.   
    

INCENSE:  
Holy Smoke!   

    
JESUITS:  

An order of priests known for their ability to find colleges with good basketball 
teams. 

 
JONAH:  

The original 'Jaws' story. 
 

JUSTICE:  
When kids have kids of their own.   

    
KYRIE ELEISON:  

The only Greek words that most Catholics can recognize besides gyros and bakla-
va.   

(For you non-Catholics it means Lord have mercy.)   
    

MAGI:  
The most famous trio to attend a baby shower.   

    
MANGER:  

Where Mary gave birth to Jesus because Joseph wasn't covered by an HMO.  
(The Bible's way of showing us that holiday travel has always been rough.)   

    
PEW:  

A medieval torture device still found in Catholic churches.   
    

PROCESSION:  
The ceremonial formation at the beginning of Mass consisting of altar servers, the 

celebrant, and late parishioners looking for seats.  
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RECESSIONAL:  
The ceremonial procession at the conclusion of Mass led by parishioners trying to 

beat the crowd to the parking lot.   
    

RELICS:  
People who have been going to Mass for so long, they actually know when to sit, 

kneel, and stand.  
 

TEN COMMANDMENTS:  
The most important Top Ten list not given by David Letterman.   

    
USHERS:  

The only people in the parish who don't know the seating capacity of a pew. 
 
 

Little known facts about the Catholic Church in Las Vegas: 
 
There are more churches in Las Vegas than casinos. During Sunday services at 
the offertory, some worshippers contribute casino chips as opposed to cash. Some 
are sharing their winnings - some are hoping to win. Since they get chips from so 
many different casinos, and they are worth money, the Catholic churches are re-
quired to send all the chips into the diocese for sorting. Once sorted into the re-
spective casino chips, one junior priest takes the chips and makes the rounds to 
the casinos turning chips into cash. And he, of course, is known as The Chip Monk. 
  

This information is for Catholics only.  
It must not be divulged to non-Catholics.  

The less they know about our rituals and top secret code words,  
the better off they are. 

Day of Prayer and  
Strategic Thinking for the Benefice 

Saturday 21st March 
10am—4pm 

Times of prayer will be interspersed with  
workshops where ideas can be raised on how best 

to provide for the future of the benefice. 

Anniversary Film Shows (1940s) 
Friday 20th February, 7pm—”It’s a Wonderful Life” and 

a children’s film on Saturday 21st February,  
11am—”Dumbo”. Both in the Walchester Room.  

Everyone welcome. Entrance free. Ice cream & popcorn for sale.  
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One day Joe's Mom came to school to check on 
how he was doing. 
The teacher told his Mom, honestly, that her son 
was simply a disaster, getting very low marks 
and even she had never seen such a dumb boy in 
her entire teaching career. 
The Mom was shocked at the feedback and with-
drew her son from school and they moved out of 
Sydney. 
25 years later, the teacher was diagnosed with an 
incurable cardio disease. 
All the doctors strongly advised her to have heart 
surgery, which only one surgeon could perform. 
Left with no other options, the teacher decided to have the operation, which was successful. 
When she opened her eyes after the surgery she saw a handsome doctor smiling down at 
her. 
She wanted to thank him, but could not talk. Her face started to turn blue, she raised her 
hand, trying to tell him something but she eventually died. 
The doctor was shocked and was trying to work out what went wrong, when he turned 
around he saw our friend Joe, working as a cleaner in the clinic. 
He had unplugged the oxygen equipment to connect his Hoover! 
Don't tell me you thought that Joe had become a heart-surgeon? 

Senga is home making dinner, as usual, when Jimmy MacDonald arrives at her door. "Senga, may I come 
in?" he asks. "I've somethin' to tell ya." 
"Of course you can come in, you're always welcome, Jimmy. But where's my husband?" 
"That's what I'm here to be tellin' ya, Senga. There was an accident down at the distillary..." 
"Oh, God no!" cries Senga. "Please don't tell me...." 
"I must, Senga. Your husband Allan is dead and gone. I'm sorry." Finally, she looked up at Jimmy. 
"How did it happen, Jimmy?" 
"It was terrible, Senga. He fell into a still of malt whisky and drowned." 
"Oh my dear Jesus! But you must tell me true, Jimmy. Did he at least go quickly?" 
"Well, no Senga... no. Fact is, he got out three times to pee." 
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Lexiphile (i.e., "lovers of words" you know . . . . like . . .. you 
can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish . . .. or, I wondered why 
the baseball was getting bigger . . . .. then it hit me .. . . .etc.). 
Well, here are some for you to enjoy. 
To write with a broken pencil is . . . pointless. 
When fish are in schools they sometimes . . . take debate. 
A thief who stole a calendar .. . . got twelve months. 
When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, . .. U.C.L.A. 
The professor discovered that her theory of earthquakes . . . was on 
shaky ground. 
The batteries were given out . .. . free of charge. 
A dentist and a manicurist married. .. . .. They fought tooth and nail. 
A will is a . . . dead giveaway. 
If you don't pay your exorcist . . .. you can get repossessed. 
With her marriage, she got a new name . .. . and a dress. 
Show me a piano falling down a mineshaft and I'll show you . . . A-flat 
miner. 
You are stuck with your debt if . . . you can't budge it. 
Local Area Network in Australia : . . . The LAN down under. 
A boiled egg is . . . hard to beat. 
When you've seen one shopping center . . . you've seen a mall. 
Police were called to a day care where a three-year-old was . . . 
resisting a rest. 
Did you hear about the fellow whose whole left side was cut off? . . . 
He's all right now. 
If you take a laptop computer for a run you could . . .. jog your 
memory. 
A bicycle can't stand alone; . .. . it is two tired. 
In a democracy it's your vote that counts; in feudalism, . . . it's 
your Count that votes. 
When a clock is hungry . . .. it goes back four seconds 
The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine . . . was fully recovered. 
He had a photographic memory . . . which was never developed. 
Those who get too big for their britches will be . . . exposed in the end. 
When she saw her first strands of gray hair, . . . she thought she'd dye. 

ARRANGE 
PRESBYTERIAN:  
When you rearrange the letters: 
BEST IN PRAYER 
ASTRONOMER:  
When you rearrange the letters: 
MOON STARER 
DESPERATION: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
A ROPE ENDS IT 
THE EYES:  
When you rearrange the letters:  
THEY SEE 
THE MORSE CODE: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
HERE COME DOTS 
DORMITORY:  
When you rearrange the letters: 
DIRTY ROOM 
SLOT MACHINES: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
CASH LOST IN ME 
ANIMOSITY: 
When you rearrange the letters: 
IS NO AMITY 
ELECTION RESULTS: 
When you rearrange the letters:  
LIES - LET'S RECOUNT 
SNOOZE ALARMS: 
When you rearrange the letters:  
ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 
A DECIMAL POINT:  
When you rearrange the letters: 
I'M A DOT IN PLACE 
THE EARTHQUAKES:  
When you rearrange the letters: 
THAT QUEER SHAKE 
ELEVEN PLUS TWO:  
When you rearrange the letters: 
TWELVE PLUS ONE 
MOTHER-IN-LAW: 
When you rearrange the letters:  
WOMAN HITLER 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.me 
tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 
Kits   Furniture 
 

Haberdashery   Craft Materials    Jewellery Making 
 

  Die Cutting Machines   Blinds and Curtains 
 

       Kids Corner 
 

OOpening Times: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Tel: 01782 628780  /  Email: craftyinteriors@hotmail.co.uk 

The Dead Horse Theory ( remember its election time soon} 
The tribal wisdom of the Plains Indians, passed on from generation to generation, says that "When 

you discover that you are riding a dead horse, the best strategy is to dismount." 
However, in government more advanced strategies are often employed, such as: 

1. Buying a stronger whip. 
2. Changing riders. 

3. Appointing a committee to study the horse. 
4. Arranging to visit other countries to see how other cultures ride dead horses. 

5. Lowering the standards so that dead horses can be included. 
6. Reclassifying the dead horse as living-impaired. 

7. Hiring outside contractors to ride the dead horse. 
8. Harnessing several dead horses together to increase speed. 

9. Providing additional funding and/or training to increase the dead horse's performance. 
10. Doing a productivity study to see if lighter riders would improve the dead horse's performance. 
11. Declaring that as the dead horse does not have to be fed, it is less costly, carries lower overhead 
and therefore contributes substantially more to the bottom line of the economy than do some other 

horses. 
12. Rewriting the expected performance requirements for all horses. 

And, of course... 
13. Promoting the dead horse to a supervisory position. 
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Truths I Learned as I Got Older 
As I was lying around, pondering the problems of the world, I realized that at my age I don't really 
give a rat's ass anymore. 
If walking is good for your health, the postman would be immortal. 
A whale swims all day, mainly eat fish, drinks water, but is still fat. 
A rabbit runs and hops and only lives 15 years, while a tortoise doesn't run and does mostly noth-
ing, yet it lives for 150 years. 
And you tell me to exercise? I don't think so. 
Just grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked, the good fortune to remember the ones 
I do, and the eyesight to tell the difference. 
Now that I'm older here's what I've discovered: 
•I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it. 
•My wild oats are mostly enjoyed with prunes and all-bran. 
•I finally got my head together, and now my body is falling apart. 
•Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded. 
•Some days, you're the top dog; some days you're the hydrant. 
•It was a whole lot easier to get older, than to get wiser. 
•Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded. 
•If all is not lost, then where the heck is it? 
•I wish the buck really did stop here; I sure could use a few of them. 
•Kids in the back seat cause accidents. 
•Accidents in the back seat cause kids. 
•It's hard to make a comeback when you haven't been anywhere. 
•The world only beats a path to your door when you're in the bathroom. 
•If God wanted me to touch my toes, he'd have put them on my knees. 
•When I'm finally holding all the right cards, everyone wants to play chess. 
•It's not hard to meet expenses - they're everywhere. 
•The only difference between a rut and a grave is the depth. 
•These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter - I go somewhere to get something, 
and then wonder what I'm "here after". 
•Funny, I don't remember being absent-minded. 
•HAVE I  PRINTED THIS BEFORE??? 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**C
HURCH GROUPS* 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be  
served. Call in for a drink, a chat with friends  
and something more. Feel free to bring your knitting or 
other activity. 

The Rosary Group at Holy 
Evangelists 

First Tuesday of the 
month at 2.30pm 
NOW CANCELLED FOR THE 

WINTER 

                    St Francis Junior Church 
               Every Sunday  
         (except school holidays)  
       9.30am in the Walchester Room 
NEW STYLE—COME AND SEE WHAT 
                IT’S ALL ABOUT! 

Walsingham Cell 
St Francis’ 

Walchester Room 
Wednesday 

25th February 
At 7.30pm 
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Weekly Prayer Group 
 

Every Thursday in the Walchester Room at  
St Francis’ at 9.15am and 11am 

An informal, short time of prayer for our 
church and the community. 

There is a different focus every week: 
5th February: the vulnerable 

12th February: open for any prayer requests 
19th February: the sick 
26th February: schools 

If you cannot come along but have prayer requests 
please feel free to put the requests on a piece of paper 

and drop it in the “Prayer Box” in the foyer. 
 A sign for every door.............. 
Sign over a Gynecologist's Office: "Dr. Jones, at your cervix." 
In a Podiatrist's office: "Time wounds all heels." 
On a Septic Tank Truck: "Yesterday's Meals on Wheels" 
At an Optometrist's Office: "If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to the 
right place." 
On a Plumber's truck: "We repair what your husband fixed." 
On another Plumber's truck: "Don't sleep with a drip. Call your plumber." 
At a Tire Shop in Milwaukee : "Invite us to your next blowout." 
On an Electrician's truck: "Let us remove your shorts." 
In a Non-smoking Area:"If we see smoke, we will assume you are on fire and take appro-
priate action." 
On a Birthing Room door: "Push. Push. Push." 
At a Car Dealership: "The best way to get back on your feet -miss a car payment." 
Outside a Muffler Shop: "No appointment necessary. We hear you coming." 
In a Veterinarian's waiting room: "Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!" 
At the Electric Company: "We would be delighted if you send in your payment. However, 
if you don't, you will be." 
In a Restaurant window: "Don't stand there and be hungry; come on in and get fed up." 
In the front yard of a Funeral Home: "Drive carefully. We'll wait." 
At a Propane Filling Station: "Thank heaven for little grills." 
The sign at a CHICAGO RADIATOR SHOP: "Best place in town to take a leak." 
Sign on the back of another Septic Tank Truck: "Caution - This Truck is full of Political 
Promises!" 
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ST FRANCIS  100 CLUB 
 

 

January’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (72) Sue Goodwin 
2nd  £10 (49) Keith Bradbury 
3rd  £5   (38) Louise Dykes  
 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join.  
There are numbers available. 

 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

January’s Draw  
 

1st    £20   (58)    Jackie Amison 
2nd   £10   (88)    Gill Jackson 
3rd    £5      (92)    Shirley Huson 
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into church funds. 
Please let me know if you are interested in having a number in 
our ‘100’ club, or another number to give you more chances of 

winning, as I now have several numbers available.  
 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis '100' Club we 
have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All funds support  

the same cause!  
 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent each month. 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 

St Francis’ 100 Club 
There are details of numbers  available on 

the notice board. Please consider taking on a   
number to help church funds—and you  

never know you might even win! Just print 
your name against one (or more) of the available numbers 

then let John know and give him your payment.  
Thank you! 
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St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for February 

 8.00am 9.30am 

1st Judith Plant Richard Whitmore Lucy Ryan 

8th Chris Beech Judith Plant Richard Whitmore 

15th Keith Wheeldon Dawn Roberts Lucy Ryan 

18th Ash Wednesday Judith Plant Keith Wheeldon 

22nd Chris Beech Paul Sumner Enoch Pritchard 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for February 

1st 9.30 Chris Goodwin and Terry Barlow 

8th 9.30 Dawn Roberts and Paula Walker 

15th 9.30 Keith Bradbury and Len Jervis 

22nd 9.30 Christine Deaville and Barry Whitehouse 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for February 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 

February 1st Christine Deaville 
 

February 8th Linda Nadin 
 



 35 

St Francis’ Servers Rota for February

1st 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Derek 
Smith 

Mary   
Johnson 

Dawn          
Roberts 

8th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Judith   
Plant 

David     
Beardmore 

15th 9.30 David 
Beardmore 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Dawn      
Roberts 

Derek     
Smith 

18th 19.30 Derek 
Smith 

David 
Beardmore 

Mary   
Johnson 

Mike    
Deaville 

22nd 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Mary   
Johnson 

Dawn     
Roberts 

Derek     
Smith 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for February 

1st Jill Wheeldon, Judith Forrester, Olga Hunn 

8th Betty Dale, Doreen Bath, Thora Rushton 

15th Barbara Procter, Mary Johnson, Chris Thorley 

22nd Doreen Bath, Margot Cousins 

The CROSS we carry is never so heavy 
~ as the CHAINS from which we were FREED. 

    Only as high as I reach can I grow; 
    Only as far as I seek can I go;

    Only as deep as I look can I see; 
    Only as much as I dream can I be. 

God created persons to be loved and things to be used 
~ Whenever this order is reversed . . . tragedy results. 

    Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take... 
    ~ but by the moments that take our breath away. 

God Bless and Peace ~Fond regards:
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Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine. 
A backward poet writes inverse. 
A man's home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 
Dijon vu the same mustard as before. 
Prac ce safe ea ng always use condiments. 
Shotgun wedding: A case of wife or death. 
A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy. 
A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 
Dancing cheektocheek is really a form of floor play. 
Does the name Pavlov ring a bell? 
Condoms should be used on every conceivable occasion. 
Reading while sunbathing makes you well red. 
When two ego sts meet, it's an I for an I. 
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two red. 
What's the defini on of a will? (It's a dead giveaway.) 
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 
In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism your count votes. 
She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden leg but broke it off. 
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in mo on. 
If you don't pay your exorcist, you get repossessed. 
With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress. 
When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds. 
The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully recovered. 
You feel stuck with your debt if you can't budge it. 
Local Area Network in Australia: the LAN down under. 
He o en broke into song because he couldn't find the key. 
Every calendar's days are numbered. 
A lot of money is tainted It taint yours and it taint mine. 
A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 
He had a photographic memory that was never developed. 
A plateau is a high form of fla ery. 
A midget fortuneteller who escapes from prison is a small medium at large. 
Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed in the end. 
Once you've seen one shopping center, you've seen a mall. 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a kneadtoknow basis. 
Santa' s helpers are subordinate clauses  

-Our teacher asked what my favourite animal was, and I said, "Fried chicken." 
She said I wasn't funny, but she couldn't have been right, because everyone else laughed. 
My parents told me to always tell the truth. I did. Fried chicken is my favourite animal. 
I told my dad what happened, and he said my teacher was probably a member of PETA. He said they love ani-
mals very much. I do, too. Especially chicken, pork and beef. Anyway, my teacher sent me to the principal's 
office. 
I told him what happened, and he laughed, too. Then he told me not to do it again.
The next day in class my teacher asked me what my favourite live animal was. 
I told her it was chicken. She asked me why, so I told her it was because you could make 
them into fried chicken.. She sent me back to the principal's office. 
He laughed, and told me not to do it again. 
I don't understand. 
My parents taught me to be honest, but my teacher doesn't like it when I am. 
Today, my teacher asked us to tell her what famous person we admire most. 
I told her, Colonel Sanders 

A man is walking along a beach 
when he comes across a lamp 
par ally buried in the sand. He 
picks up the lamp and gives it a 
rub. A genie appears and tells 
him he has been granted one 
wish. 
The man thinks for a moment 
and says, 
"I want to live forever." "Sorry," 
said the genie, "I'm not al-
lowed to grant eternal life." 
"OK, then, I want to die a er a 
poli cian tells the truth." 
"You cra y swine," said the   
genie.  
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis—CANCELLED UNTIL SPRING 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the Sunday 
Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those who 
are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest: Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers: Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@hotmail.com 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin 07960210631  
Families Worker     sgoodwin416@yahoo.co.uk 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:   St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
            Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: Paul Sumner (details as above) 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
 

the work of the Church of England Children’s Society
 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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These were posted on an Australian tourism website, and the answers are the actual responses by the    
website officials, who obviously have a great sense of humor (not to mention a low tolerance threshold for 
cretins!) 
Q: Does it ever get windy in Australia? I have never seen it rain on TV, how do the plants grow? (UK).  
A: We import all plants fully grown, and then just sit around watching them die.  
Q: Will I be able to see kangaroos in the street? (USA)  
A: Depends how much you've been drinking. 
Q: I want to walk from Perth to Sydney - can I follow the railroad tracks? (Sweden) 
A: Sure, it's only three thousand miles. Take lots of water.  
Q: Are there any ATMs (cash machines) in Australia ? Can you send me a list of them in Brisbane, Cairns, 
Townsville and Hervey Bay? (UK )  
A: What did your last slave die of? 
Q: Can you give me some information about hippo racing in Australia? ( USA)  
A: Af-ri-ca is the big triangle shaped continent south of Europe. 
Aust-ra-lia is that big island in the middle of the Pacific which does not ... 
Oh, forget it. Sure, the hippo racing is every Tuesday night in Kings Cross. Come naked.
Q: Which direction is North in Australia? ( USA)  
A: Face south, and then turn 180 degrees. Contact us when you get here and we'll send the rest of the     
directions.  
Q: Can I bring cutlery into Australia? (UK)  
A: Why? Just use your fingers like we do. 
Q: Can you send me the Vienna Boys' Choir schedule? (USA) 
A: Aus-tri-a is that quaint little country bordering Ger-man-y, which is ...  
Oh, forget it. Sure, the Vienna Boys Choir plays every Tuesday night in Kings Cross, straight after the  
hippo races. Come naked. 
Q: Can I wear high heels in Australia? (UK)  
A: You are a British politician, right? 
Q: Are there supermarkets in Sydney and is milk available all year round? (Germany)  
A: No, we are a peaceful civilization of vegan hunter/gatherers. Milk is illegal. 
Q: Please send a list of all doctors in Australia who can Dispense rattlesnake serum. (USA)  
A: Rattlesnakes live in A-mer-ica, which is where YOU come from. All Australian snakes are perfectly 
harmless, can be safely handled, and make good pets. 
Q: I have a question about a famous animal in Australia, but I forget its name. It's a kind of bear and lives 
in trees. ( USA)  
A: It's called a Drop Bear. They are so called because they drop out of gum trees and eat the brains of    
anyone walking underneath them. 
You can scare them off by spraying yourself with human urine before you go out walking. 
Q: I have developed a new product that is the fountain of youth. Can you tell me where I can sell it in   
Australia? (USA )  
A: Anywhere significant numbers of Americans gather. 
Q: Do you celebrate Christmas in Australia? (France)  
A: Only at Christmas. 
Q: Will I be able to speak English most places I go? (USA)  
A: Yes, but you'll have to learn it first. 
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Lest we Forget 
 

Perhaps some day the sun will shine again, 

And I shall see that still the skies are blue, 

And feel once more I do not live in vain, 

Although I feel bereft of you. 

Perhaps the golden meadows at my feet 

Will make the sunny hours of Spring seem gay, 

And I shall find the white May blossoms sweet 

Though you have passed away. 

Perhaps some day I shall not shrink in pain 

To see the passing of the dying year, 

And listen to the Christmas songs again 

Although you cannot hear. 

Vera Brittain, 'Perhaps' 1919 


