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6 January What about the gi s of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh? 
 

The story of the coming of the Magi grew in the telling. By the 6th century they had 
acquired names: Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. By medieval mes they were     
considered to be kings. Whoever they were, we do know from Ma hew that they 
brought three gi s to Jesus. 
 

What about their gi s of gold, frankincense and myrrh? While we cannot know for 
sure what was in the minds of first century Magi, one Victorian scholar has offered a 
possible explana on as to the significance of their gi s. He was the Rev John Henry 
Hopkins, an American Episcopalian minister, who in 1857 wrote his much-loved 
Christmas carol: ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’. 
 

Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gi  
that would have been given to a king. 
Frankincense had tradi onally been 
brought by priests as their worshipped 
God in the Temple. Myrrh was a spice that 
the ancients used in preparing bodies for 
burial. 
 

If that is true, then you could say that the 
Wise Men, in choosing their gi s for this 
infant, honoured Jesus with gold because he was King of the Jews, with frankincense 
because he was to be worshipped as divine; and with myrrh, because he would also 
become a sacrifice and die for his people. 
 

The Wise Men were the very first gen les ever to worship Jesus. What faith they 
had! They travelled for months over difficult terrain, they never saw any evidence of 
Jesus’ kingship, his divinity or his sacrificial death. They worshipped him through 
faith in God’s promises about him. Isaiah foresaw this response to Jesus: ‘Na ons will 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.’ The Magi’s eyes of 
faith saw clearly and far into the future. 
 

Compare that with the High Priest and religious leaders whom the Wise Men saw in 
Jerusalem when they first arrived. These head priests knew all about the prophecies 
of their own coming Messiah, but NOT ONE Jewish religious leader travelled to look 
for him in Bethlehem. And it is only six miles down the road! 
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25th January – me for haggis and bagpipes! 
He died ‘lang syne’ – long ago, back in 1796, but the Sco sh 
poet Robert Burns is s ll remembered each January, over 
many a ‘Burns Night’ supper of cockaleekie soup, haggis, 
neeps and ta es - and whisky. Scots and other Burns lovers 
throughout the world, from Canada to the USA to Russia, s ll 
celebrate the poems this most beloved of Scots poets wrote 
so long ago. 

Burns wrote about ordinary things – food, love, death,  
friendship, and disappointment. We s ll quote him: ‘the best laid schemes o’ Mice 
an’ Men’. And at the end of our lives, we can use his ‘Prayer, in Prospect of Death’: 
’Thou art good; and Goodness s ll/Delighteth to forgive’. Indeed the Bible promises 
that if we put our trust in God, he will forgive us and give us new life in him. A good 
thought at the beginning of a new year! 



 5 

                       From the Vicarage 
 

My dear friends 

Happy New Year to you all! 

2015 marks an important year in the life of this benefice, as it is the 75th anniversary of 
the erec on of the current St Francis’s church, which was built in the dark days of 1929-
1940 to replace the ‘ n hut’ which was the original mission church on this site. We have 
a programme of events, spaced throughout the year, to celebrate this occasion and we 
start off with a Benefice Mass at St Francis’s on Sunday 11th January, the Feast of the 
Bap sm of Christ, at which the preacher will be the Bishop of Stafford, the Rt Revd 
Geoff Annas. 

We will be showing films from each of the decades since 1940 in the Walchester Room; 
we will have a series of talks and visits; we hope to repeat our very successful           
Community Weekend of 2013; we have musical events and we are also hos ng an       
exhibi on on the Turin Shroud (believed to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ himself). 
We will also be holding a pilgrimage to Assisi and other sites linked to St Francis and will 
round off the year on New Year’s Eve with a parish party. 

An exci ng part of the year will be the produc on of a special video and web site to   
celebrate the heritage dimension of the church’s history and special thanks must go to 
Arthur and Trudi Barnard for using their business skills to secure a substan al grant     
towards the cost of these ac vi es from the Heritage Lo ery Fund. 

Of course, these celebra ons will only succeed with the full and ac ve involvement of 
the en re congrega on of St Francis’s and with willing help and par cipa on from the 
people of Holy Evangelists. We want not only to celebrate the presence of St Francis’s in 
the local community over the last 75 years but also use this as a springboard for mission 
in the community both this year and in the years ahead. However much the church 
building is a feature of the local community, however it is used beyond acts of worship 
for the benefit of that community, its primary purpose must be to proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and to act as the centre of Chris an life and worship within the local     
area. To do this effec vely, we must be an ‘invita onal’ church, bringing people to Christ 
through the quality of our worship, the warmth of our welcome and the sincerity of our 
desire to serve. 

In this benefice, we have been blessed so richly by God and, in this year of the 75th    
anniversary of the church of St Francis, let us renew our commitment to Christ’s service 
and mission in this place. 

May God bless you throughout this year and give you his grace that you may con nue 
to serve him each and every day. 

With every prayer and best wish, Fr David 
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Visit of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet 
To Celebrate the Sacrament of Confirma on 
Thursday 22nd January, St Francis’, 7.30pm 

 

On Thursday 22nd January, the Feast of St Vincent, we will have  
a visit to the benefice from the Bishop of Ebbsfleet, the  
Rt Revd Jonathan Goodall. Bishop Jonathan is responsible,  
with the Bishop of Lichfield, for providing pastoral support in  
the parish and will be celebra ng the Sacrament of Confirma on within the mass 
which will be celebrated at St Francis’s at 7.30pm. 
 

Please pray for our confirma on candidates as they take this important step in their 
Chris an lives: 

Jayne Fern 
William Mair 
Maureen Jones 
David Jones 

 

There will be a ‘bring and share’ Drinks and Nibbles recep on a erwards. Please see 
Chris Deaville with offers of either! 
 

I hope that as many as possible of the congrega on and friends will be present, both 
to meet the Bishop and to support our Confirma on candidates. 
 

Fr David 

Feast of the Bap sm of Christ 
Sunday 11th January 

Benefice Mass at St Francis’ 
To start the Celebra ons for the  

75th Anniversary 
 

The preacher will be the Bishop of Stafford, the Rt Revd Geoff Annas. There will be 
no  mass at Holy Evangelists on that Sunday but we hope to see as many as possible 
from Normacot at the Benefice Mass to start of this important year in the life of the 
benefice. 
 

Refreshments will be served in the Hall a erwards. 
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Church Calendar Dates – January 2015 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, including the 

inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed on church no ce boards.  
 

 
Thursday 1st  Mary, Mother of God 

Friday  2nd  Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bps & Docs. 

Tuesday  6th  The Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday  11th The Bap sm of the Lord 

Tuesday  13th St Hilary, Bp & Doc 

Saturday 17th St Antony, Abbot 

Wednesday 21st  St Agnes, V & M 

Thursday 22nd St Vincent, Deacon & M 

Saturday 24th St Francis de Sales, Bp & Doc 

Wednesday 28th St Thomas Aquinas, Pr & Doc 

Saturday 31st  St John Bosco, Pr  

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT OF THE CHURCH: 
 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL  POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.      

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT THE 
POLICE on 101 
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PCC Meeting 

Next meeting 13th January 2015 
7.30pm at St Francis’ 

preceded by Mass at 7.00pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Fr David at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like 
a visit (sick, housebound or in  

hospital) please speak to Fr David, 
or ring 398585 to advise him of the 

details.  Many thanks. 
Please don’t assume that someone 

else will have told him. 
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Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 
 

Saturday 24th January 2015  
Burns Supper 
St Francis’ at 6.30pm 
Cost: £18 to  
include meal  
(with haggis taster!)  
and glass of whisky. 
Please book your meal as soon as possible. 
NOT TO BE MISSED! 
Please own glasses and drinks. 

PRIZES NEEDED FOR 
RAFFLES PLEASE ! 
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USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
     Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm 
St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 

CCommemorative Chair Plaques  
At Holy Evangelists’ 
 

Would you like a loved one remembered 
with a commemorative plaque on one of 
our chairs? 
 

The cost would be £20 and it will both 
raise valuable funds for the church and 
be a lasting reminder of your family member in this 
place.  
 

Please see Julie Kent if you are interested. 

Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th Anniversary  
Celebrations 

 

If you have any photos please hand them 
in to the Parish Office (they can be scanned so you 

don’t need to leave the  originals).  Also a description of 
any other memorabilia you are prepared to lend.  

Many thanks. 



 11 

Attendance and Collection Information: November 2014 
 Sunday   

Communicants 
Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

2nd 80 84 75 (All Souls) 

9th 89 101 32 

16th 69 72 15 

23rd 79 85 26 

30th 74 78 31 

Average Weekly collection £467.76 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 
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From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
Baptisms:  
Holy Evangelists’ None 
St Francis’ None 
Weddings: None 
Funerals:
Holy Evangelists’ Grace Walker on 17th December 
St Francis’ None 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children  
under 4    

Holy Evangelists’ 
Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

families@mhandn.org 

Tiddlers 
Our Parent & Toddler 

 group for children  
 under 4    

St Francis’ 
Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
WILL BE STARTING SOON. 
PLEASE WATCH OUT FOR 

FURTHER  
INFORMATION 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting 19th January 2015 

AGM Followed by “Bring & Share” 
All Welcome 

As we look forward to 2015 I look back on 2014. Oh boy what a year we 
had. We raised lots of money to donate to charities both locally and 
abroad. The good thing was we had so much fun doing it: 

A most successful afternoon tea at St Francis’ in the summer 
Lunches out and wonderful speakers on various subjects 
The very best news I saved for last. We welcomed and enrolled 15 
new members in 2014 taking our numbers up to 28 members 

So here’s to 2015. 
I wish you all a very Happy New Year 
My love 
Jenny 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 
 

Please note that in January 2015 the cost of The Beacon will 
rise to 70p per issue / £7 for the year paid in advance. 
We’re sorry to have to do this but the cost of producing the 
magazine increases every year. 
If you have a yearly subscrip on you can now access the 
current magazines online (in full colour) at our website 
www.mhandn.org. Contact Ann in the office for details and 
to receive a password. Older issues can be accessed by  

 everyone. 
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Cathedrals of Britain 
Llandaff Cathedral 

 

Situated in the Llandaff area of the vibrant modern city of Cardiff, Llandaff Cathedral is a 
church with origins going back to the 6th Century, when a small church or chapel stood on 
the site. In 1120, the Normans demolished this and started building the present cathedral, 
it finally being completed at the end of the 15th century. 

At the Reforma on, in common with so many other      
ecclesias cal buildings, it was largely allowed to fall into 
ruin, with only the Lady Chapel being used for worship as 
a parish church. From the middle of the 18th century, a 
lengthy period of restora on was undertaken, only to 
have much of the work undone by the Lu waffe in        
January 1941! However, from 1949 an eleven year        
rebuilding programme took place, culmina ng in a       
service of thanksgiving on the Feat of the Transfigura on 
in 1960. 

Today, the cathedral (which is also a parish church) is the 
‘mother church’ of the Diocese of Llandaff, which covers most of central South Wales. It is 
the only Welsh Cathedral which has a choir school and is therefore rightly proud of its  
musical tradi on. 

From the mid 1980s, the cathedral       
underwent a major restora on            
programme, both inside and out. For the      
visitor, this has le  a number of             
impressive and unusual features, Perhaps 
the most imposing is the monumental 
concrete arch  between the nave and the 
choir, which breaks up the interior    
without imposing a visual obstacle        
between these two por ons of the  
building. The arch itself is surmounted by an aluminium statue of Christ in Majesty , in 
lantern form, by Sir Joseph Epstein, which manages to blend in easily with both old and 
new and which s ll allows for an uninterrupted view of the whole cathedral from west to 
east.            Con nued on next page... 
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Con nued from previous page... 

Although a rela vely unknown cathedral, lacking a history of con nuous use as the seat of 
a bishop and having more than once been severely damaged, it nevertheless repays a visit. 
One of its most remarkable features is its loca on. Although surrounded now by the     
bustling modern city of Cardiff, the area of the ‘ancient city of Llandaff’ is a tranquil haven, 
with the cathedral at its core. Separated to some extent from the rush of modern life, its 
blend of old and new works well and enables the visitor to feel something of the presence 
of God even in a modern working city. 

Father David 

 

        BANANA  SPICE  CAKE  RECIPE   from Eileen Middleton 
           

(by popular demand a er sampling at coffee a er  
Mass one Sunday last month!) 

 
 

Ingredients: 
 

75g bu er 
100g caster sugar 
125g self-raising flour 
2.5ml bicarbonate of soda 
2.5ml salt 
2.5ml ground ginger 
2.5ml mixed spices  
1 large egg beaten 
2 ripe bananas, chopped into small cubes 
100g mixed fruit 
 

METHOD 
 

1. Preheat oven to 170`C, gas mark 3.Grease and line a 2lb loaf n. 
 

2.Cream the bu er and sugar un l light and fluffy. 
 

3.Sieve the flour and spices, add the bicarbonate of soda. Beat in the egg   
and bananas, to bu er and sugar. Add flour mix. 
 

4. Add the dried fruit and s r un l all combined. 
 

5. Turn into loaf n and bake for about 1 hour or un l metal skewer comes 
out clean. 
 

6. Cool on wire rack and store in air ght container. 



 17 

St Francis 75th Anniversary 2015 
"The Children's Church" - celebra ng 75 years at 
the heart of the community 

In 1940, the country was embroiled in a world 
war. However, in one small corner of Staffordshire 
a happy event was taking place - the consecra on 
of a new church, St Francis, Meir Heath. At the 

me, it was known as the 'Children's Church'     
because it was part-funded by money raised from 
church schools in the diocese. Over the last 75 years, the parish has seen huge changes 
and this anniversary provides a  perfect opportunity to record the history of the parish 
for the benefit of future genera ons as well as celebra ng the changes in industry,   
history, culture and, of course, worship that has taken place over the last 8 decades. 
We want to ensure a las ng legacy that is accessible to all, using events, ac vi es,   
services and digital media par cularly to excite and engage all parishioners, including 
young people and families, with their local heritage and the church that has been at 
the heart of it all since 1940. 

The events taking place throughout the year truly include something for everyone ... 

Fashion, movies and music through the decades.  

Lectures on a variety of subjects – local history, industrial heritage, Meir Park 
WW2 airfield. 

Trips to other related heritage sites 

Food – two food based events are planned – a Ra on Book meal and a 70’s 
supper. 

Displays of memorabilia and photographs. 

Community Weekend – a fun programme of ac vi es bringing together a 
range of local groups and historic displays including vintage vehicles,           
mini-steam train rides, heritage games and toys through the decades, flower 
fes val and more. 

Special services and themed Lent and Advent courses. 

Turin Shroud exhibi on. 

Collec on of oral memories on DVD and website 
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We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in our bid to the Heritage 
Lo ery Fund for a grant, which will go a long way towards funding some of these      
heritage events, in par cular the produc on of a professional DVD and website, so that 
they can be shared by as many members of the parish as possible. The website will  
contain the DVD, other recordings and scans of any historical photos or documents   
collected during the year.  Items of memorabilia that are donated during the year will 
form a permanent display at St Francis – if you have anything of interest from any of 
the decades, get in touch with Ann in the office. So if you have a ra on book, gas mask, 
posters, commemora ve china, old phones, radios, toys, games, and of course photos, 
do get in touch, Our aim is to provide a las ng record and interest with the history and 
heritage of our local area, its people, industry and St Francis Church's role in providing 
pastoral care and support to the community, not only in the past, but in the future. 

The Anniversary celebra ons need YOU - None of this can happen without the help of 
volunteers from our parish, members of the church and other groups and                     
organisa ons. Over the next few weeks we will be appealing for commitment from   
volunteers with a wide variety of skills to help with events and ac vi es taking place 
throughout 2015. These include: 

Collec ng, colla ng and record historical informa on and memorabilia          
(training given) 

Conduc ng oral history interviews (training given) 

Refreshments 

Stewarding at events 

Helping with displays 

Costume making and set building 

Se ng up and packing away before and a er events 

Adver sing and other forms of promo on 

...and much more 

Key diary dates of events are shown on the events 
calendar on the next page some of these are          
provisional. A full metable will be available by      
January 2015. 
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January 11 Benefice mass (St Francis) 
  17 Messy Church 
  24 Burns Supper 
February 10 TALK – History of the area 
  20 Movie – 1940s 
  21 Movie – for children 1940s 
  24 Lent course begins (changes in liturgy through the decades) 
March 7-8 Children’s pilgrimage to Walsingham 
  28 Messy Church 
April 17 Movie – 1950s 
  18 Movie – for children 1950s 
  28 TALK – Local mining industry 
May 9 TRIP – Na onal Mining Museum 
  12 Movie – 1960s 
  15-17 Walsingham Pilgimage 
  16 Movie – for children 1960s 
June 6 Messy Church 
  9 TALK – Meir Park Aerodrome 
  14 TRIP – Imperial War Museum- Salford Quays 
  19 Stoke, Smoke and Sandbags – original drama by Shelley Brooker 
    Ra on Book Supper 
  26 Movie – 1970s 
  27 Movie – for children 1970s 
July 3-5 COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 
  19 Benefice mass (Holy Evangelists) 
August 8 TRIP - Ceramics heritage 
  14 Movie – 1980s 
  15 Movie – for children 1980s 
September 8 TALK – History of St Francis church 
  12 70s supper 
  18 Movie – 1990s 
  19 Movie – for children 1990s 
  26 TRIP – St Francis Friar Park (Possible date for pilgrimage to Assisi) 
October 4 St Francis Day 
  5-10 Turin Shroud Exhibi on at St Francis Church 
  16 Movie – 2000s 
  17 Movie – for children 2000s 
  25 Grand Fes val Mass 
November 8 Remembrance Sunday (focussing on WWII) 

  20 Fashion Show through the decades 
  28 Autumn Fayre 
December 1 Advent course begins 
  31 Parish Party and look back over the year’s celebra ons 

75th Anniversary 
Diary Dates 
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Made by the     
children at         
Play Pals 

Made by children 
at St Ma hew’s 

The work of some of the  
talented people who made 
our church so beautiful for 

Christmas. 
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Snapshots of some 
of our happy crew 
who went in       
December to the     
Walsingham Silent 
Retreat and to 
Yvonne’s parish 
Christmas meal at 
Moddershall Oaks. 
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Ebbsfleet Christmas Message 2014 
 

Dear Brother and Sisters, 
Dear Friends: 

St Ignatius of Antioch (who was part of the generation after the 
apostles, and what we would now call a Syrian Christian) writes in chapter 
19 of his letter to the Church at Ephesus of 'three mysteries that are cried 
aloud' – the virginal conception of Jesus, the nativity, and the crucifixion. 
These are hidden matters, events whose meaning is deeply mysterious, and         
conceived in the silence of God's providence. Yet the Church cries out 
about them, proclaims them to the world as the centre of all its history and 
all its hopes. 
 

But perhaps also Bishop Ignatius may mean something more. Mary cries 
out with astonishment and fear at Gabriel's word; she cries out in the      
anguish of childbearing; and Jesus gives 'a loud cry' as he surrenders his 
spirit to the Father. The mystery of Christ is announced by cries of pain or 
bewilderment, and – like Moses at the Burning Bush – we are forcibly drawn 
aside from our ordinary preoccupations by the shock of these interruptions 
into the ordinary flow of history. 
 

This past year has been full of terrible cries that have interrupted our      
ordinary day-on-day lives – cries from those killed and injured and         
orphaned in the war in Syria and Iraq; cries from the kidnapped and   
butchered children of Nigeria and Pakistan; cries from those who continue 
to die of ebola; cries from those who suffer hunger and poverty because of 
the coldness and selfishness of others: there are many more. 
 

The challenge for us Christians is whether we can let these cries wake us 
up so that we can listen too to the cry of God, announcing his presence, 
announcing the truth that he alone – in the birth and death and             
resurrection of Jesus – can deal with human evil at its roots, and bring 
healing to the terrible pain of our world. When we allow him to wake us 



 24 

from our selfishness and sin, we are able to receive the Spirit of God's Son, 
and find the courage to join in his work, join in compassion and healing, 
join in his mission in the world. We have a promise and a hope that we can 
share. 
'The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber' (Rom. 13.11). 
God cries out to us in Jesus Christ. He calls to us: to wake up and go, as the 
shepherds and the wise men did at his first coming, to seek him among 
those who suffer pain and poverty. Awake, beloved, and Christ will give you 
light. 
I end by sending you my prayers and greetings for this holy season, and 
hope for all the unexpected joy that 2015 may bring. 
 

in the Lord: 
+Jonathan Ebbsfleet  

“We saw… and we came” 
“We saw his star in the east and have come to 
worship him” (Ma hew 2:2) 

The visit of the wise men gets celebrated on 
6th January - the season of ‘Epiphany’ (Greek: 
the 'Manifesta on’ of Jesus to the non-Jewish 
world of the Gen les). These eastern visitors highlight the theme of Jesus as         
Universal Saviour. They ‘saw his star in the east’; that is, it was from the place where 
they lived - in the east - that they saw the star. 

If ‘the star’ had been simply a combina on of, say, Jupiter and Halley’s comet, then 
these learned men from Mesopotamia might have been interested and even excited 
– but it would have hardly have signified to them the one, unique and life-changing 
event that required a 300-mile journey! Don’t even try to reduce the star of         
Bethlehem down to something like a conjunc on of planets – or you will never grasp 
what happened. This was a supernatural event, greater even than the crossing of the 
Red Sea or the gathering to heaven of a godly man in a fiery chariot.

These were learned men – but also reverent and prayerful. It is probable that they 
would have read of the future ‘star’ and ‘sceptre’            Con nued on next page… 
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that would arise in Israel – foretold centuries earlier in Numbers 24:17 by Balaam, 
also a Gen le from their own area (Numbers 22:5).                                                                         

And Ma hew 2 has nothing to do with astrology or horoscopes. It connects with the 
supernatural happenings in nature that highlighted each stage in the life of Jesus – 
the dove (his bap sm), the shining light (transfigura on), the darkness and earth-
quake (his death), the cloud (his ascension). Hence the star around the me of his 
birth. So….“We saw… and have come.” 

1. There are those who see – but don’t ‘see.’ It took Gen le visitors to shame           
Jerusalem and its leaders. Every genera on has to be educated afresh about Jesus 
Christ, the world’s Messiah! 

2. There are those who see - but don’t come. All saw the star, and the local scribes 
knew the prophecy of Micah 5:2 that the new King would come from Bethlehem – 
but ironically it was the Gen le visitors who alone made the pilgrimage. 

3. There are those who do see - and do come. From Herod onwards – right up to to-
day – murderous efforts are made to wipe out all reminders of the Babe of          
Bethlehem. But in the current unprecedented and astonishing advance of            
evangelism world-wide, the interna onal worshippers of Jesus form the widest and 
fastest-growing family of belief ever!  

Preb Richard Bewes  

Good neighbours help good health 
Love really does make the world go round…. Or at least having friendly neighbours 
and strong community es can help you reduce the risk of having a heart a ack by 
up to 70 per cent. 

Research at the University of Michigan 
has found that people with good 
‘neighbourhood social cohesion’ suffer 
less stress, and live healthier lives than     
people who live in places where they 
cannot trust or rely on anyone.         

Perhaps that should not come as a     
surprise! 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.me 
tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 
Kits   Furniture 
 

Haberdashery   Craft Materials    Jewellery Making 
 

  Die Cutting Machines   Blinds and Curtains 
 

       Kids Corner 
 

OOpening Times: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Tel: 01782 628780  /  Email: craftyinteriors@hotmail.co.uk 

Murphy’s Laws of Work 
 

For success in your work throughout 2015, just 
remember:- 
 

1 Everything can be filed under 'miscellaneous.' 
 

2 To err is human; to forgive is not company 
policy. 
 

3 Important documents that contain no errors 
will get lost in the post. 
 

4 There’s not enough me to do it right the first 
me, but there’s always me to do it over. 

 

5 If you are good, you’ll be assigned all the 
work. If you are really good, you’ll get out of it. 
 

6 If it wasn't for the last minute, nothing would 
get done. 
 

7 The longer the tle, the less important the 
job. 
 

8 Once a job is fouled up, anything done to    
improve it makes it worse. 
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     Have you always 

wanted to be a star? 

Volunteers please for early spring (dates to be set) to rehearse for a musical 

play “Stoke, Smoke & Sandbags”. 

The show will be performed at St Francis’ with the children from St Ma hew’s 
School at approximately 7-7.30pm on the 19th June as part of the                  

75th Anniversary celebra ons. It’s about war me in the Po eries with songs of 
the war. Should be great fun! 

Needed: 

Two ladies to act and sing along with the children 

Two gentlemen to act and sing along with the children 

Rehearsals will be one per week at 4pm, then more frequent. 
Commitment must be firm please. 

Also needed: 

Costume lady and helpers (about 2-3) 

Dressing of children and supervision “backstage” 

Selling of ckets 

A pianist if at all possible (obviously must be re red) 

Please ring Shelley Brooker on 01782 330131 for details—leave your name and 
number please. 

WITHOUT YOUR HELP THIS PROJECT CANNOT BE REALISED! 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**C
HURCH GROUPS* 

The Rosary Group at Holy 
Evangelists 

First Tuesday of the 
month at 2.30pm 
NOW CANCELLED FOR THE 

WINTER 

                    St Francis Junior Church 
               Every Sunday  
         (except school holidays)  
       9.30am in the Walchester Room 
NEW STYLE—COME AND SEE WHAT 
                IT’S ALL ABOUT! 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be  
served. Call in for a drink, a chat with friends  
and something more. Feel free to bring your knitting or 
other activity. 

Walsingham Cell 
St Francis’ 

Walchester Room 
Wednesday 

21st January 
At 7.30pm 
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Weekly Prayer Group 
Every Thursday in the    
Walchester Room at  
St Francis’ at  
9.15am and 

11am 
An informal, 
short time of 
prayer for our 

church and the            
community. 

A really easy New Year’s resolu on you could (probably) keep 

Try ea ng one apple a day. Apparently, it really does keep the doctor away, as 
apparently it can be as effec ve as sta ns in preven ng strokes and heart 
a acks. Researchers at Oxford University believe that more than 8000 deaths a 
year might be prevented if over 50s who are not already on sta ns simply ate an 
apple each day. 

Apples are high in soluble fibre which slows the build-up of cholesterol-rich 
plaque in the arteries. Also, apples, unlike sta ns, have no side-effects. So – they 
are worth trying! 
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ST FRANCIS  100 CLUB 
 

 

December’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (34) Lily Challinor 
2nd  £10 (44) Linda Nadin 
3rd  £5   (75) Keith Wheeldon  
 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join.  
There are numbers available. 

 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

December’s Draw  
 

1st    £20   (12)    Steve Kent 
2nd   £10   (22)    Wendy Huson 
3rd    £5      (62)    Cilla Turver  
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into church funds. 
Please let me know if you are interested in having a number in 
our ‘100’ club, or another number to give you more chances of 

winning, as I now have several numbers available.  
 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis '100' Club we 
have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All funds support  

the same cause!  
 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent each month. 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 

St Francis’ 100 Club 
There are details of numbers  available on 

the notice board. Please consider taking on a   
number to help church funds—and you  

never know you might even win! Just print 
your name against one (or more) of the available numbers 

then let John know and give him your payment.  
Thank you! 
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St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for January 

 8.00am 9.30am 

4th Richard Whitmore Dawn Roberts Keith Wheeldon 

6th Epiphany Keith Wheeldon Judith Plant 

11th Keith Wheeldon Richard Whitmore Lucy Ryan 

18th Chris Beech Judith Plant Keith Wheeldon 

25th Chris Beech Dawn Roberts Judith Plant 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for January 

4th 9.30 Keith Bradbury and Len Jervis 

11th 9.30 Christine Deaville and Barry Whitehouse 

18th 9.30 John Fernyhough and Arthur Barnard 

25th 9.30 Linda Nadin and Edna Barlow 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for January 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 

 
January 2015   Flower Team 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for January 

4th 9.30 David 
Beardmore 

Derek 
Smith 

Mary   
Johnson 

Dawn         
Roberts 

11th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Judith  
Plant 

David     
Beardmore 

18th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Dawn     
Roberts 

Derek     
Smith 

25th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

David 
Beardmore 

Judith  
Plant 

Mike    
Deaville 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for January 

4th Linda Nadin, Chris Thorn, Ann McHardy 

11th Jane Fern and Betty Dale 

18th Barbara Smith and Dawn Roberts 

25th Nicola Staton and family 
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Why universities would never give God a Ph.D. 
 
1. He has had only one major publication, and it 
wasn’t even in English. 
 

2. It had no references. 
 

3. It wasn't published in a refereed journal. 
 

4. Some even doubt he wrote it by himself. 
 

5. It may be true that he created the world, but 
what has he done since then? 
 

6. The scientific community has had a hard time  
replicating his results. 
 

7. He never applied to the ethics board for permission to use human subjects. 
 

8. He rarely came to class, just told students to read the book. 
 

9. Some say he even had his son stand in for him, and teach the class. 
 

10. Although he set only 10 requirements, all of his students have failed the 
test.
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis—CANCELLED UNTIL SPRING 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    Sun-
day Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those who 
are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest: Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers: Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@hotmail.com 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin 07960210631  
Families Worker     sgoodwin416@yahoo.com 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:   St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
            Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: Paul Sumner (details as above) 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
 

the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 
 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 



 39 



 40 

Lest we Forget 


