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"Jesus, remember me when you enter upon your reign". (Luke 23:42,NAB) 
 

Have you ever wondered what Jesus must have been feeling when he heard these words 
from the good thief? There were no other consoling words recorded that were spoken to 
Jesus during His crucifixion. The good thief, traditionally known as Saint Dismus, knew 
and believed in Christ's Kingdom and that death had no hold on Jesus.  
 

I suspect Dismus truly understood this because he was on the cross and not simply a 
spectator. I suspect that his suffering forced him to make a complete act of the will in  
deciding who Jesus really was. What a gift to Dismus, but also a great gift to Jesus   
Himself. 
 

Jesus must have been consoled on the cross with the words of faith spoken by a man  
suffering a similar fate. Jesus rewarded this new friendship born of suffering with     
eternal life. Jesus says to his ironic comforter, "I assure you: this day you will be with me 
in paradise." (Luke 23:43,NAB) 
 

Although there is so much more to the story of Dismus and Jesus, let us today simply  
focus on their unique friendship born of suffering. Our fasts, joined to Christ and His 
passion, make us more than simply spectators as well. So in the spirit of Saint Dismus 
(warmly known as the thief that stole heaven) let us suffer patiently and proclaim in our 
prayers, "Lord remember me, your friend, a repentant sinner, and remember those for 
whom we offer our prayers and sacrifices this month. " 

The thief who was so good—he stole his way to heaven 
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                            FFrom the Vicarage 

My dear friends 

In Rome’s Synod on the Family, which has just taken place, 
Pope Francis spoke of our need to be prepared to be surprised 
by ‘the God of surprises’, the God who does new things, who has said, “Behold, I 
make all things new” (Rev. 21:5). This does not mean, as some have interpreted it 
to mean, that all things are up for change but, rather, that we should not become 
too settled in our way of understanding, as God can and will act to shake us out 
of our complacency in order that we can more fully understand God and his love 
for us, which does not change, for the ‘God of surprises’ is also the God who has 
said, “For I the Lord do not change” (Malachi 3:6). 

Within our parish life we must be aware of the need to make changes to the way 
in which we do things if we are to grow, both as a congregation and personally. 
This is why, in response to requests for ‘small groups’ or ‘house groups’, as they 
are sometimes known, I have decided to try an experiment in learning and prayer 
which, hopefully, will allow us to flourish in our Christian faith and provide a     
welcoming context for those people ‘on the fringes’ who do not yet feel            
comfortable with attending Church services but yet still wish to find out more 
about God and how he works with us in our world. If these groups are to work 
properly, we must work with God by becoming more of an ‘invitational’ church,   
inviting friends and acquaintances to share this dimension of our life together. 
Groups will pray together and learn together. Starting with one of the ‘Pilgrim’ 
course booklets, group members will be helped to gradually expand their          
understanding of the Christian faith in a safe and supportive environment. 

In our growth of understanding of God and his ways with us, we need to be     
prepared for ‘unsurprising surprises’, for God works in us in ways which are     
perhaps both new to us as individuals or as a group, yet at the same time have 
been manifested time and time again in and for the Church, which is nothing less 
than the Body of Christ in the world. 

When I was a theological student in Edinburgh, the ministry of ‘signs and       
wonders’; was popular among many of my Evangelical friends: a ministry in which 
God was expected to act through miracles to bring about healing and          
wholeness—something ‘new’ and yet at the same time ‘old’. 

Whilst having certain reservations about the idea that we can require God to      
provide miracles whenever we call on him and expect him to provide them, there 
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is certainly evidence in the New Testament that we should do so and be      
prepared for God to act! Nevertheless, God acts, when he does, in ways and 
at times which constantly surprise us but which always have a purpose, even 
when we cannot see what that immediate purpose might be. God’s ultimate 
purpose is always our salvation, our wholeness and our final good. 

The greatest ‘surprise’ of all, of course, was the resurrection of Jesus Christ —
something unique in the history of the world, which came about in order to   
enable our salvation and entry into eternal life with God. However ‘prepared’ 
the disciples were by the many miracles of Christ they had witnessed, the 
Gospels are clear that they were taken completely aback by this event! 

So it remains with us to this this day. We, as Christians, accept that the Lord 
has been at work in the world—certainly, at least, in biblical times. However, 
how prepared are we to acknowledge that God still displays his saving      
presence among us, though enabling our ’action’ in the world to bring God’s 
mercy and justice to people or even, at times, through the working of miracles 
in the world today? True, we hear of miracles of healing, often associated with 
saints or with places of pilgrimage such as Lourdes. We might even be       
prepared to accept that these are genuine miracles. Of course, though, we 
may have a belief that these might yet have a ‘natural’ explanation. However, 
what when it is claimed that the Lord has worked in other ways, ways which 
are seemingly clearly impossible? Can God, whom we believe created all that 
there is from nothing (ex nihilo) work miracles with material things? If he can, 
what is his purpose in so doing? 

If God chooses to act in marvellous ways, it is because he loves us and    
wishes to bring us to him. He cannot force us to believe in him and obey him, 
for that would not be love and ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:16). However, God plays 
with loaded dice! There is far more evidence for the existence of God than  
otherwise and, indeed, without God ‘s existence we are being asked to believe 
things which are entirely improbable and even self-contradictory! Yet the world 
cannot, or more likely, will not, see this. I am convinced that this is because if 
God exists he makes requirements of people and people want to see        
themselves as autonomous, making their own decisions about their lives   
without reference to the commandments of God. 

Yet God does not give up and he constantly calls us to him, offering us signs of 
his presence and love. By these, I do not just mean the ‘ordinary’ signs of the 
order and beauty of the universe and all that it contains. Rather, because we 
are so used to ‘seeing’ these things that we actually don’t see them properly.  

Contd on next page 
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Think, for instance, of the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. 
Here, Jesus took ‘ordinary’ things—five loaves and two fish—and multiplied 
them into a meal for thousands. The Church has always seen this as a       
precursor or ‘type’ of the Eucharist, in which the Body of Christ, whilst           
remaining one and undivided, is miraculously multiplied into the food of    
countless millions in order that we might have eternal life. 

To this day, miraculous events are associated with the Eucharist. In July, I was   
privileged to visit the cathedral of Orvieto in Italy, built to commemorate the 
‘miracle of Bolsena’, in which the Host at mass turned into Christ’s flesh in the 
hands of the priest and which the Feast of Corpus Christi was instituted to   
celebrate. Hosts which bleed during mass have been reported many times 
(and you can see at least one on You Tube, in Mexico last year) and,       
sometimes, during mass, the Hosts are miraculously multiplied. This miracle 
also took place in our own parish, on Sunday 25th May this year, when at 
mass at Normacot, when I gave Holy Communion to the people, I discovered 
that two portions of a priest’s Host, which had not been there at the Offertory, 
were present in the ciborium with the people’s hosts which had just been   
consecrated!  

God does, indeed, work in mysterious ways. I have never doubted that he 
works miracles, but I have never personally expected to see one for myself. 
Now that I have, I do not know what to make of it—other than I know that God 
has his purposes. 

When we recently went to the Holy Land on the parish pilgrimage, we saw 
many wonderful things and it was a tremendous feeling to be where Christ had 
been. This could clearly be felt in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, in the Holy  
Sepulchre, in the cave of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem or in the Church of the   
Annunciation at Nazareth. For me, 
though, the most moving experience of 
all was to celebrate mass on the shore 
of the Sea of Galilee, at Tabgha.  This 
is where Jesus performed the miracle 
of the feeding of the five thousand, by  
multiplying the loaves and the fishes.  

The Church has always seen in this miracle the foretaste, a ‘type’, of the     
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Church Calendar Dates – November 2014 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, including the 

inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed on church no ce boards.  
 

 
Sunday  2nd  All Saints Day (transferred) 
Monday  3rd  All Souls Day (transferred) 
Tuesday  4th  St Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
Saturday 8th  All Saints of England 
Sunday  9th  Remembrance Sunday 
Monday  10th St Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor 
Tuesday  11th  St Martin of Tours, Bishop 
Saturday 15th St Albert the Great, Bishop & Doctor 
Tuesday  19th Dedication of Ss Peter & Paul 
Friday  21st  Presentation of the BVM 
Saturday 22nd St Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr 
Sunday  23rd Solemnity of Christ the King 
Tuesday  25th St Catherine, Martyr 
Sunday  30th Advent Sunday 

Eucharist. It brought home to me, in the most wonderful way, the great gift 
which Jesus has given to us in the mass. The same Lord who multiplied the 
loaves and the fishes at Tabgha 2000 years ago is active in his Church today, 
in each mass providing us with his Body, which though multiplied through 
countless Eucharistic hosts yet remains one, which though eaten by millions is 
never consumed. Perhaps, at the end, the gift which Christ gave us at        
Normacot on 25th May 2014 is purely and simply meant to lead us to a deeper 
devotion to Jesus in the most holy sacrament of the altar—and that would be 
no mean thing in itself! 

Your friend and priest 

Fr David 
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What’s Happening in our Community? 

Lightwood Community Group 
Opposed to the proposals to build hundreds of 

houses on Green Belt land off Lightwood Road and 
Woodpark Lane. 

 

I grew up in Meir Heath and have enjoyed the surrounding countryside all my 
life. The history of the area goes back over a thousand years; Roman coins were 
found in 1960 in the Shooters Hills area of Lightwood; part of the Lightwood 
Hoard. Monks used to walk from Caverswall to Maer via Common Lane. My 
own memories from early childhood were walking with my mum and my two 
brothers all the way down Common Lane, past the Common Pond and over 
Cocknage to Blurton to visit my late grandma “grom”, stopping at Cocknage 
Farm to stroke the farm dog who loved having her tummy ckled. 
 

As you all know, the views all over Cocknage and Lightwood from whichever  
direc on, are beau ful; a colourful display of nature’s glory throughout the 
seasons. 
 

In May 2014 Knights Solicitors leafleted the area and held a community         
consulta on announcing proposals by St Modwen and Stoke-on-Trent            
Regenera on Ltd. to build over 150 execu ve houses cos ng some £750,000 
each. Local residents are very strongly opposed and, therefore, formed the 
Lightwood Community Group to fight the proposals. Once the green belt land 
has been built on, it will never be green again. 
 

There are over 170 hectares of “brownfield” sites in Stoke-on-Trent; former in-
dustrial or commercial sites, which the City Council agrees should be used for 
redevelopment and housing. I and many others find this absurd as, instead of 
building the houses on sites that need to be redeveloped, they have chosen to 
build on a beau ful landscape that means so much to so many people. 
 

We need to express our opposi on to the destruc on of Green Belt land and 
keep our beau ful heritage green for genera ons to come. Please write to your 
local councillor to object and as soon as the planning applica on has been sub-
mi ed, write to the council planning office. Our Facebook page “Lightwood 
Community Group” has all the up-to-date news. 
 

Ivan and Ana Dale 
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**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 25th November, 7.30pm  
St Francis’ Church 

Preceded by Mass at 7.00pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Fr David at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Tea and Cake at St Francis’ Church 

Walchester Room, Thursday 20th November, 2pm 
All welcome—Come along and have a natter over a cup 

of tea and slice of cake. 
We can organize a lift if needed: please contact Chris or 

telephone 01782 393189 to arrange. 

Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 
 

Friday 19th December 
Moddershall Oaks Christmas Meal & Disco 
If you haven’t already done so please pay the balance to Yvonne  
as soon as possible (£27.50) 

 
Christmas Hamper for the Church Fayre 

Food items are now needed. Please give to Yvonne or 
hand in to the parish office. Many thanks. 
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USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
     Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm 
St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 

CCommemorative Chair Plaques  
At Holy Evangelists’ 

Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th 
Anniversary  
Celebrations 

If you have any photos please 
hand them in to the Parish  

Office (they can be scanned so 
you don’t need to leave the  

originals).  Also a description of 
any other memorabilia you are 
prepared to lend. Many thanks. 

Autumn Fayre 
St Francis’ 

November 29th 2014, 
10.30am 

The following items are needed 
for the various stalls: 

Prizes for the Tombola; Toys;  
Bottles for the Bottle Stall;  
Home-made cakes, large & 
small; “Best-sellers” for the 

Book Stall; Items for the     
Miscellaneous Stall 

 

Grand Draw Tickets  
are available to be sold. Please 

take some and sell them to your 
friends. All proceeds are for  

church funds. 

Autumn 
Fayre 
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AAll Souls Day 
Monday, 3rd November 

 

Requiem masses for the souls of the departed will be celebrated at the  
following mes: 

 

09.30  (St Francis’s) - Low (said) Mass 
12.00 (Holy Evangelists) - Low (said) Mass 

19.30  (St Francis’s) Sung Mass 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to come to church to pray for all whom we love 
and who have died, to light candles in their memory and to spend me in quiet 
reflec on. 
Names to be remembered at Mass on this day can be entered on the sheets at 
the back of each church, which will be available from mid October. 
 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

On Sunday 16 November 2014, churches all over the world will join together in 
the Interna onal Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP). Be part of 
IDOP—spread the word and make sure everyone, young or old, can be drawn  
into praying together and pray alongside so many other churches on the day! 
For more informa on go to  h p://www.csw.org.uk/idop 

Join us at St Francis’ or Holy Evangelists’ on this day and be part of this  
worldwide movement to see God moving in power through our prayer. 
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Attendance and Collection Information: September 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

7th 73 76 25 

14th (Parish  
Pilgrimage) 

70 72 11  

21st 76 78 45 (Bishop of 
Ebbsfleet) 

28th 80 86 30 

Average Weekly collection £413.23 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
 

Baptisms:  
 

Holy Evangelists’ None 
 

St Francis’ on 25th October 2014 
Daniel Philip Goold and Aston Wayne Underwood-Barker 
 
Weddings: None 
 
Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ None 
 
 

St Francis’ on 10th October 2014 
Beatrice Gertrude Inskip 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 17th November 

Christmas Crafts 
 

Many thanks to Darren who came to our meeting on 20th October 
to give us his annual update on the children of Goa. We gave him a 
£100 donation. Thanks to all of our ladies he also left with two big 
bags full of combs, brushes etc, to take with him for the children 
when he next visits in December. 
 

Anyone wishing to order goods or diaries for Christmas, could you 
please order through the website. They do a wonderful range of 
Christian Christmas cards and gifts. For anyone who does not have 
access to a computer ask one of us who does and we will add on your 
order. 
 

Diary Dates 
Mon 3 November: Diocesan Council Meeting, St Thomas & St      
Andrew, Doxey, Stafford at 10am. (Bring packed lunch, drinks  
provided) 
Mon 1 December: Lunch at Oak Tree Farm, 12 noon (please note 
earlier time). Lifts can be arranged. 
Mon 8 December: Carol Service, Holy Evangelists’ at 2pm. Please try 
to attend as it is our turn to host this Carol Service for all the MU 
groups in the diocese.  
Mon 15 December: Meeting cancelled 
 

My love to you all 
Jenny 

WARNING 
 

Even the most advanced programmes from Norton or McAfee cannot take care of this 
COMPUTER VIRUS. 
It appears to primarily affect those who were born prior to 1960. 
SYMPTOMS: 
1. Causes you to send the same e-mail twice. 
2. Causes you to send a blank e-mail. 
3. Causes you to send e-mail to the wrong person. 
4. Causes you to send it back to the person who sent it to you. 
5. Causes you to forget to attach the attachment. 
6. Causes you to hit "SEND" before you've finished. 
7. Causes you to hit "DELETE" instead of "SEND." 
8. Causes you to hit "SEND" when you should "DELETE." 
It's called the "C-Nile" Virus. 
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Just Up My Street                                   A reflec on by Camilla Shelley Burke 
 

At the start of this month I paid a visit to the soon to close set of the television      
programme Corona on Street. Many people who know me well are astounded by 
my fana cal following of this epic programme which has been on our screens since 
its concep on 55 years ago, for so many of my interests are considered to be 
“highbrow”, for example great theatre, classical music, opera and the ballet. I       
wonder if I can persuade the scep cal reader to understand a li le of my joy in this 
visit and why even if I am on vaca on I never miss an episode. 
 

To begin, no produc on 
of any kind lasts for all 
these years without     
being excellent of its 
genre. The wri ng of 
scripts spread over at 
lease six script writers at 
one me is totally   
seamless. No character 
ever behaves out of 
character and character 

changes are slow and subtly drawn. Me culous records are kept of story lines so that 
no event is out of keeping with its own origins and these are faithfully studied. 
 

The Drama began with the dawn of man and holds up a “mirror” to life. Early man 
returning from the hunt to enjoy the fruits of his labours gathered around the cave 
fire to recount the events of the day. Someone was more capable of retelling these 
stories than another and so theatre was born and these tales became more and 
more entertaining. Drama and theatrical effect has a place in all our lives—our 
church ritual and many state ceremonies. There is li le more theatrical than a       
corona on or a military ta oo.  
 

The Restora on Plays were o en performed in churches and all of them reflected 
life, opinion and happenings of the me. This is li le different from the episodes on 
our screens three mes a week. 
 

Corona on Street, at first called Florizel Street, was the brain-child of one Tony    
Warren, a brilliant and quixo c entrepreneur who wanted to write  a saga about 
northern life and northern people—their wonderful humour, realis c and earthy, 
and o en hard, lives. All of us know an Elsie Tanner and Ena Sharples to say nothing 
of the wide-boy Peter Barlow. In this way story lines stay viable, convincing and o en 
gripping. Very drama c events in the soap, whilst occurring perhaps more o en than 
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in real life for reasons of poe c licence, are very well researched and portray human 
events and passions in their most exposed form. 
 

Over the years Corona on Street, well aware of its extreme popularity, has brought to 
the public awareness many special issues of its day. It has tackled Alzheimer's disease, 
teenage pregnancy, cancer and debt. 
 

Television awards to the writers and actors have been legion and the whole na on was 
“glued” to the screen at the death of Hayley Cropper and her stunning performances 
and those of her screen husband, Roy are two of the most accomplished studies I have 
ever seen. They raised considerable monies for cancer research. 
 

The minister Roy Ha ersley wrote a wonderful cri que of Corona on Street in “The 
Times” likening many of its drama c themes to those of Shakespeare—and so they 
are—jealousy, greed, love, war, laughter and intrigue. Timeless and enduring. 
 

The Queen is a great fan of the programme and I o en imagine her returning from a 
state banquet, kicking of her shoes and se ling down to catch up with the happenings 
in the Rovers Return! 
 

The programme has now moved to its new home in Salford Quays for its next fi y 
years and I am sure that one day it will be excavated from some long buried me    
capsule to reveal a great piece of social history of our life and mes. 
 

At certain mes on Monday, Wednesday and Friday I am mysteriously incommunicado 
as I am watching television. 
 

I will leave the reader with one stunning piece of humorous dialogue spoken by the 
late Vera Duckworth. “I’ve had trifles that have lasted longer than her marriages”. 
 

Never dismiss anything that appears humble in its se ng. It could prove very valuable! 

It was the coldest winter ever. Many animals died because of the cold. 
The porcupines, realizing the situation, decided to group together to keep warm. This way 
they covered and protected themselves; but the quills of each one wounded their closest 
companions. 
After a while, they decided to distance themselves one from the other and they began to die, 
alone and frozen. So they had to make a choice: either accept the quills of their companions 
or disappear from the Earth. 
Wisely, they decided to go back to being together. They learned to live with the little 
wounds caused by the close relationship with their companions in order to receive the heat 
that came from the others. This way they were able to survive. 
The best relationship is not the one that brings together perfect people, but when each indi-
vidual learns to live with the imperfections of others and can admire the other person's good 
qualities. 
The moral of the story is: Just learn to live with the pricks life sends you.  
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Cathedrals of Britain 
Liverpool Cathedral 

 

Towering above Liverpool’s skyline, the Anglican Cathedral of Liverpool is Britain’s 
last Gothic cathedral church and a fitting member of a ‘club’ which includes so many 
of Britain’s great cathedral churches. 
Whilst we have perhaps been brought up to think of Liverpool as a decaying city of 
areas of high deprivation and unemployment, it was not always so. Indeed, when 
the Diocese of Liverpool was created in 1880, the city was one of the economic 
powerhouses of the country and the Empire. It was due to its economic prestige 
that, in 1901 a decision was taken to erect a worthy cathedral for the city, to mark 
the opening of a new century and to replace an unsuitable pro-cathedral. 
Although aged only 21, Giles Gilbert Scott won the competition for the design of the 
cathedral in 1903 and it was to be his life’s great work. Initially working with a more 
experienced architect, George Frederick Bodley, Scott took over the entire project 
on Bodley’s death in 1907. 
Working firmly in the Gothic tradition, Scott’s   
early work included the Roman Catholic churches 
of the Church of the Annunciation, Bournemouth 
and the church at Sheringham, Norfolk. Although 
work was largely interrupted by World War I, in 
which Scott served as a Major in the Royal      
Marines, and by World War II, the Choir and  
transepts were completed by 1924, which         
allowed the cathedral to be consecrated. The 
tower was finished in 1942, but the first bay of the 
nave was not finally built until 1961. Scott died in 
1960, his project unfinished but with the end in 
sight. Finally, the cathedral, which is by far the largest in Britain and is the fifth    
largest in the world, was completed in 1978 and the event marked by a tremendous 
service, which I still recall watching on television. 
For the visitor, there are three primary attractions. The first is the enormous tower, 
which rises 101 metres (or 331 feet and half and one and a half inches) above the 
cathedral floor. For those with a head for heights, the climb to the top via two lifts 
and a final 108 stairs, the reward is a panoramic vista extending as far as        
Blackpool, some 50 miles away! 
The second main attraction for the visitor, and to my mind by far the loveliest part of 
the building, is the Lady Chapel, which as the first part of the building used for   
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worship. In itself a massive construction, larger than many parish churches, it has 
its own organ and is more elaborately decorated than the main body of the          
cathedral. A beautiful 15th century statue of Our Lady is one of the focal points of 
the chapel and the window of the ’Noble Women’, which depicts women from a   
variety of walks of life, including some notable local women as well as national   
heroines, is likewise a great point of interest. 
The third chief attraction is, however, much more unusual! It is a red telephone 
box, which Scott designed to commemorate the Jubilee of King George V. It 
stands, one of his smallest creations, within the setting of the cathedral, which is 
his largest and is an iconic image for people to be photographed beside! 
Liverpool Cathedral cannot fail to impress the visitor with the solemn grandeur of 
its vast scale. To my own mind, though, the nave in particular is disappointing, be-
ing bereft of many of the devotional images and aids which one might normally ex-
pect in a church. With its huge ‘well’ floor, it is ideally suited to the many exhibitions 
and concerts it hosts but, as a place of Christian worship, it seems to lack some-
thing. Perhaps its simplicity reflects the rather ‘Low Church’ tradition of the Diocese 
of Liverpool and my reservations perhaps reflect only personal taste. Nevertheless, 
despite my reservations, it is very much a ‘must see’ cathedral and the visitor also 
has the opportunity to take in the strikingly different Roman Catholic cathedral at 
the other end of the street! 
Father David 
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FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT OF THE CHURCH: 
 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL  POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.      

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT THE 
POLICE on 101 

Advent Course 
Star ng on Tuesday 2nd December 
for four weeks. 
Holy Evangelists’ at 2.00pm 
St Francis’ at 7.30pm 
‘Turning to Christ’  
an opportunity to reflect on what we 
took on board in bap sm. 
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SSmall Groups in Church 

One of the hallmarks of good churches is the development of small groups, These 
allow people, both from within the congrega on and beyond, to come together for 
a me of fellowship, prayer and study in a different se ng from the normal       
worship in church. 
Already we have a few ‘small groups’ - the Rosary group, the Walsingham Cell and 
so on and we also come together in a larger group a couple of mes a year for Lent 
and Advent courses. 

However, since our dear friend Heather Pepper died a couple of years ago, we 
haven’t really had Bible Study groups or other such ac vi es. Therefore, a er a 
good deal of me spent working out how it might be best to try to develop this side 
of our life together, it is me we started out by a new launch of such groups. 

The idea is to bring people together, preferably in homes rather than in church, to 
share fellowship and discussion together, over coffee and tea. A leader (who might 
not be the same person as the one providing hospitality) will receive training and 
support from the Vicar and will facilitate the group’s discussions. 

In order to make this work, we need four things! 

People willing to host a group (no more than 8 [people, ideally) in their homes; 

A few people willing to lead groups, or to stand in when a leader is unavailable; 

People willing to come to a group, ideally on a regular basis; 

People willing to make the existence of these groups known and to invite 
friends outside the church to come along! Actually, everyone needs to do this! 

In order to try to get this going, I have provided a form to complete and return,    
either to me, to Ann in the office, or to one of the Wardens. Ideally, I’d like to get 
the groups going in the New Year, mee ng ini ally perhaps once a month or once a 
fortnight, depending on the desires of the group members. However, in order to 
have the me to train group leaders, I would like to have the forms returned to me 
as soon as possible! 

If we are to make this parish grow and thrive, it is essen al that we engage       
whole-heartedly in ac vi es such as this and I hope that we will have your            
encouragement and par cipa on. 

Best wishes 

Father David 
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Who are We? 

Lets try to get to know each  
other a bit be er. 

 

Mar n Ellio  
 

My name is Mar n and I’m from 
Dumbarton, I was named a er Saint 
Mar n De Pores when my mum, 
pregnant with me, who was working 
in a convent school asked a nun who 
the statue of the black man holding a 
sweeping brush was. He was at that me Blessed Mar n and the nun suggested my 
mother consider naming the child a er him. Voila ! 

In the church I edit the magazine and I endeavour to inject humour where possible  (but 
there's that much happening lately I can’t seem to get the quirky stories in) to balance 
the pious side of our faith, I have friends who think most Chris ans (God botherers as 
they call us) are dour-faced and sanc monious, and who have actually said that if heaven 
is full of Chris ans they would rather not go there.. says a bit about how we are seen by 
the outside world I suppose. 

I grew up during the 3 day week, the pit closures etc and was never really academic so I 
le  educa on early to work in the shipping industry on the Clyde, before that also     
eventually fell under the downturn and I returned to college for 2 years in Glasgow and         
progressed to complete my final year at Sheffield Stradbroke now University in  photo-
journalism- the only course in the UK at the me and I was extremely lucky to a ain one 
of the 12 seats. From then I worked in news agencies and newspapers finally becoming 
picture editor at The Sen nel for 5 years before being made redundant and going free-
lance. I now lecture in photojournalism at Staffs Uni and freelance for companies and 
agencies. In my career I have been fortunate enough to work in 4 con nents, doing aid 
work in India, Bosnia and Africa and have taken photographs of most of our royal family, a 
pope, the Dalai Lama and even a local lad called Robbie, I haven’t shot a president yet, 
but I enjoy photographing real people most of all. 

My hobbies include a li le gardening (not too good) and playing ‘dungeons and dragons’ 
with friends, yes I admit it, I’m a geek! I’ve been playing the board game now for over 20 
years and even go to conven ons, in fact my best friend Mar n Tideswell editor of the 
Sen nel has recently returned from a D&D conven on in America with his wife and girls 
where he came runner up in the overall compe on. Having won the tle in the previous 

Photo of 
Mar n! 
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year. He introduced me to the game and believe it or not it’s a great social evening and 
we have plenty of laughs, very crea ve and imagina ve. I’m par al to a glass or two of 
wine while watching a film as well. I also hold murder mystery dinner par es, great fun. 

I grew up going to church from an early age but wandered away as a teenager un l being 
called back again through a dreadful experience which saw the murder of two of my 
friends. I was spared thank God and firmly believe in the ‘a man must be born again 
through the spirit’ dogma, well in my case in par cular. I have always had a par cular   
devo on to Mary even as a child and believe she works relessly, even to this day, to lead 
us to Her Son. A er all, His last gi  to us on the cross was the gi  of His own  Mother, 
how can we refuse? 

Spaghe  – I make it myself and I think I’m superb at it. Louise is not so sure though.. If 
we go out (very rarely) I will have fish as I can’t really do jus ce to it as a proper chef can. 
I like a steak as well. I do most of the cooking at home and love to have friends round for 
a meal. 

Music isn’t a gi  I have been given unfortunately, (those who are unfortunate enough to 
stand near me during hymns can tes fy )so I listen to radio 4, I love current affairs and 
comedy and 4 has this in abundance. Reading, I used to read the likes of  George            
Orwell ,Solzhenitsyn and Wilfred Owen but since I like to relax more I just enjoy Terry 
Pratche , Steven fry and biographies nowadays. I love films, par cularly with religious 
themes, from ‘Song of Bernade e’, ‘Ben Hur’, ‘The Passion of the Christ’ and my favourite 
‘Life of Brian’ I know that the last will possibly grate some people but it actually looks at 
the stupidity of human nature and fallibility of our preconcep ons..  Controversial eh? 

I sincerely hope we can all return to God, everyone, and we can all live in peace but I    
believe this can only be done through God and only if we ask Him. 

On the recommenda on of Father David I recently wrote to the Prime minister to stand 
against persecu on and injus ce is Syria and Iraq, its something we should all do, the 
government are there to serve the people a er all. 

My early heroes were Gordon Banks (un l I was told by bigger boys not to; as I was 
Sco sh ) Bruce Lee , Muhammed Ali, Woody Allen, Bob Geldoff for Live Aid, John Paul 2 
but since then my heroes are the priests and religious, doctors and aid workers in the 
likes of Gaza and Sierra Leone , conflict zones and deprived areas in the world, these are 
people who care. 

“God so loved the world  that he gave His only Son”… says it all for me. 

Thank you for your me. Mar n fae Dumbarton 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.me 
tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 
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PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 
 

Please note that in January 2015 the cost of The Beacon will 
rise to 70p per issue / £7 for the year paid in advance. 
We’re sorry to have to do this but the cost of producing the 
magazine increases every year. 
If you have a yearly subscrip on you can now access the 
current magazines online (in full colour) at our website 
www.mhandn.org. Contact Ann in the office for details and 
to receive a password. Older issues can be accessed by  

 everyone. 

 
Kits   Furniture 
 

Haberdashery   Craft Materials    Jewellery Making 
 

  Die Cutting Machines   Blinds and Curtains 
 

       Kids Corner 
 

OOpening Times: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Tel: 01782 628780  /  Email: craftyinteriors@hotmail.co.uk 
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SSaint of the Month: November 

St Charles Borromeo 

For a man who died under the age of fifty, Charles        
Borromeo achieved a stupendous amount, even given the 
fact that he had a ‘head start’ in life, due to the fact that he 
was a close relative of some of Italy’s most illustrious   
families and had an uncle in the person of Pope Pius IV. 
Born in October 1538, Charles distinguished himself at  
university at an early age, though it was normal for boys to 
attend university at the age of fourteen. Although from a 
very wealthy family, Charles was provided with only small 
amounts of   money whilst a student at Pavia but this    
perhaps prepared him to take over the running of the   
family’s business interests and estates on the death of his father, although he was 
not the eldest son. 
In January 1560, Charles began his career in the Church when his uncle, the   
newly-elected Pius IV, ordered him to Rome to take over the administration of all 
the Papal States, which at that time extended right across all of central Italy!       
Although vastly busy with his duties, this did not prevent Charles continuing with 
his studies, music and sport (all of which he excelled at) and he even established 
an ‘academy’ for the study and writing of literature. 
However, it is for his pastoral work as Archbishop of Milan that Charles won his 
great reputation as one of the Church’s most outstanding bishops. Taking control 
of a diocese which had, alas, been allowed to decay spiritually and pastorally, 
Charles threw himself into the work of reform. At the same time, he still had         
responsibilities in the wider Church, not least in the writing and production of a  
Catechism encapsulating the teachings of the great Council of Trent, in which he 
had been closely involved. In addition, he worked on the re-writing of the service 
books, the Missal and the Breviary, for the use of the clergy.  He was also a    
member of the commission for the reform of Church music and himself chose the 
great composer, Palestrina, to write three masses, one of which is the outstanding 
Missa Papae Marcelli. 
Although often having to be absent from his diocese, Charles made very sure that 
it was left in the care of excellent suffrage bishops and administrators, dealing with 
difficult and important matters by letter. In 1565, he convened a council, or synod, 
of all the fifteen bishops of his province and set about, with them, on some of the 
most pressing matters requiring reform. 
Understanding that, as bishop, he must set a personal example of Christian living 
to his flock if he wished them to live in a manner worthy of their Christian            
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profession, Charles ensured that he and his household led the way, he gave 
much of his personal wealth to the poor, practised good stewardship of            
resources and led a life of prayer and discipline. 
Education was a major concern of Charles as Archbishop, starting with children. 
This was not so much secular learning, though he did not deny its necessity, but 
rather of learning about the Christian faith in such a way that the would be led to 
adopt pious and devout customs, living life in a moral fashion. He fully            
understood that, important though the affairs of this world are, life must primarily 
be viewed as a preparation for that certain encounter with Christ which will take 
place on our death. At that point, Christ will not be concerned about what     
qualifications we gained or how much money we earned, but rather about how 
treated others and how we related to God. Following on from this, he gave great 
importance to the education and training of the clergy; he understood that is 
people are to live according to the Gospel, then they need good priests to       
instruct and guide them. 
Enduring much personal opposition and illness, combined with an intense   
workload, Charles was worn out by early middle age. Held in high regard by 
popes, kings of Europe and the common people of his diocese alike, Charles 
died in Milan on 3rd November 1584, his last words being, “Ecce venio” - 
“Behold, I come”. Charles Borromeo, Cardinal Archbishop of Milan, was        
canonized on 1st November 1610. 

MURPHY'S OTHER 15 LAWS 
 

1. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright un l you hear 
them speak.  2. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well. 

3. He who laughs last, thinks slowest. 4. A day without sunshine is like, well, night. 
5. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  6. Those who live by the sword 

get shot by those who don't.  7. Nothing is fool proof to a sufficiently talented fool. 
8. The 50-50-90 rule: Any me you have a 50-50 chance of ge ng something right,  

there's a 90% probability you'll get it wrong.  9. It is said that if you line up all the cars in 
the world end-to-end, someone from Ohio would be stupid enough to try to pass them. 

10. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it.  11. The things that come to those who wait, 
may be the things le  by those who got there first.  12. Give a man a fish and he will eat for 

a day. Teach a man to fish and he will sit in a boat all day. 
13. Flashlight: A case for holding dead ba eries.  14 . God gave you toes as a device for 

finding furniture in the dark.   I know this one to be true. 
15. When you go into court, you are pu ng yourself in the hands of twelve people,  

who weren't smart enough to get out of jury duty.  
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

Next meeting 17th November: Christmas Crafts 
CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

        

Third Tuesday Together 
 

November 18th, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
 
 

Taize Service 
 

            All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
 

       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
  NOW CANCELLED FOR THE WINTER

                    St Francis Junior Church 
               Every Sunday  
         (except school holidays)  
       9.30am in the church hall 

        Fun + Faith + Friends 
     * Bible stories * Games  *  
             *Art/Crafts * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 

Junior Church 
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11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Walsingham Cell 
St Francis’ 

Walchester Room 
Wednesday  

12th November 
7.30pm 

“The Little Office of 
Our Lady” 

A contemplative evening of prayer 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children  
under 4    

Holy Evangelists’ 
Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

families@mhandn.org 

Tiddlers 
            Our Parent & Toddler 

            group for children  
         under 4    

St Francis’ 
Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
WILL BE STARTING AFTER 

CHRISTMAS. PLEASE WATCH 
OUT FOR FURTHER  

INFORMATION 

It is with regret that we inform you of the closure of 
The Brigade at St Francis’.  

The last meeting was on Friday 24th October, a     
wonderful party enjoyed by all! 

Many thanks to everyone who helped to set up and run 
the groups. 

Weekly Prayer Group 
Every Thursday in 

the Walchester 
Room at  

St Francis’ at 
9.15am and 11am 
An informal, short 

time of prayer for our church 
and the community. 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 

 

October’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (29) Ken Edwards  
2nd  £10 (38) Louise Dykes  
3rd  £5   (75) Keith Wheeldon  

Please contact John Fernyhough to join.  
There are numbers available. 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

October’s Draw  
 

1st    £20   (38)    Fred c/o Shirley Huson  
2nd   £10   (69)    Marian Leese 
3rd    £5      (54)    Unallocated    
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into church funds. 
Please let me know if you are interested in having a number in 
our ‘100’ club, or another number to give you more chances of 

winning, as I now have several numbers available.  
 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis '100' Club we 
have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All funds support  

the same cause!  
 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent each month. 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 

34

The light turned yellow, just in front of him. He did the right thing, stopping at the       
crosswalk, even though he could have beaten the red light by accelera ng through the   
intersec on. 
The tailga ng woman was furious and honked her horn, screaming in frustra on, as she 
missed her chance to get through the intersec on, dropping her cell phone and makeup. 
As she was s ll in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and looked up into the face of 
a very serious police officer. The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up.. 
He took her to the police station where she was searched, fingerprinted, photographed, and 
placed in a holding cell. 
A er a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and opened the door. She was 
escorted back to the booking desk where the arres ng officer was wai ng with her        
personal effects. 
He said, "I'm very sorry for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you 
were blowing your horn, flipping off the guy in front of you and cussing a blue streak at 
him. I no ced the 'What Would Jesus Do' bumper s cker, the 'Choose Life' license plate 
holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-School' bumper s cker, and the chrome-plated Chris an 
fish emblem on the trunk, so naturally....I assumed you had stolen the car. 



 35 

St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for November 

 8.00am 9.30am 

2nd Chris Beech Richard Whitmore Dawn Roberts 

9th Richard Whitmore Judith Plant Enoch Pritchard 

16th Chris Beech Dawn Roberts Richard Whitmore 

23rd Keith Wheeldon Judith Plant Enoch Pritchard 

30th Chris Beech Lucy Ryan Keith Wheeldon 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for November 

2nd 9.30 TBA 

9th 9.30 Chris Goodwin, Terry Barlow 

16th 9.30 Dawn Roberts, TBA 

23rd 9.30 Keith Bradbury, Len Jervis 

30th 9.30 Yvonne Ryan, Sue Derbyshire 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for October 

35

 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 

Nov 1, 2, 3  (All Saints & All Souls) Freda Fernyhough &  
          Margaret Pritchard 
Nov 9    (Remembrance)   Christine Deaville 
Nov 16         Christine Thorley 
Nov 30  Advent 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for November 

2nd 9.30 TBA TBA TBA TBA 

9th 9.30 David 
Beardmore 

Derek 
Smith 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Judith      
Plant 

16th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Dawn    
Roberts 

Mary   
Johnson 

David     
Beardmore 

23rd 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Dawn     
Roberts 

Derek     
Smith 

30th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Mary    
Johnson 

Lucy      
Ryan 

David     
Beardmore 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for November 

2nd Jane Fern, Betty Dale 

9th Ann McHardy, Olga Hunn 

16th Betty Dale, Doreen Bath, Thora Rushton 

23rd Barbara Procter, Mary Johnson, Christine Thorley 

30th Doreen Bath, Margot Cousins 

 

Father preferred to let  
people work out the hymns for themselves. 
Sudoku is fun! 

 

“Goodness it’s Christmas again?!” 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@hotmail.com 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
            Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: Paul Sumner (details as above) 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
 

the work of the Church of England Children’s Society
 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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 St Francis Church 
Sandon Road 

Stoke-on-Trent 

All children are welcome to come and join us 

But if you are a pre-school 
child please bring an adult 

with you and they can join in 

At 9.30am 

In the Walchester Room  

(through the church) 

at 

Starts Sunday November 16th 2014 



 40 404040

God our Father, Your power brings us to birth,  
Your providence guides our lives, and by Your command we return to dust. 
Lord, those who die s ll live in Your presence,  
their lives change but do not end.  
I pray in hope for my family,  
rela ves and friends,  
and for all the dead known to You alone.  
In company with Christ,  Who died and now lives,  
may they rejoice in Your kingdom,  
where all our tears are wiped away.  
Unite us together again in one family,  
to sing Your praise  

forever and ever. 
Amen.  

Lest we Forget 


