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                            FFrom the Vicarage 

 
My dear friends 

Now that summer is passing into autumn once more, our thoughts 
start to turn to plans for the coming year. If, like me, you feel that this year has passed 
very rapidly indeed, you will be aware of the need to make the most of the time we 
have, especially when planning ahead needs to be done. Next year, as many of you 
will be aware, is the 75th anniversary of the consecration of St Francis’s church. It has 
been decided that we will have a number of events to celebrate this important         
anniversary and these will be spread throughout the year. A small group is in the     
process of making detailed plans, but I can inform you that the year will kick off with 
the Bishop of Stafford being here to preach for us on Sunday 11th January, the feast 
of the Baptism of Christ. Please put that date in your diaries now and make a         
determined effort to join us for the start of our celebrations! 

One of the highlights of the year, as far as I am concerned, will take place in October, 
when we will host the travelling Turin Shroud exhibition. This justly renowned         
exhibition centres around full-size, highly detailed photographs of the Shroud and   
provides a wonderful opportunity for us to learn about what very many people believe, 
on the basis of sound historical and scientific evidence, to be the actual burial shroud 
of Jesus Christ, imprinted with a mysterious image of Christ in death. After Easter, the 
real Shroud is being put on public display in Turin in what is a relatively rare event, but 
even if you don’t have the opportunity to travel to Turin to see it, there is still a        
wonderful learning opportunity to be had in Meir Heath in October! 

Throughout the year there will be 
educational, social, spiritual and 
other events to participate in and 
a full calendar of events will be 
issued later in the year. We look 
forward to a full and very         
enjoyable year of celebrations. 

Best wishes 

Fr David 
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What’s Happening in our Community? 

Peter Leneghan and Jane Measures have  
bounced back from redundancy to celebrate 
the first anniversary of their elderly care  
service. 
The former day care officers lost their jobs  
last year a er Staffordshire County Council  
announced the closure of four centres. 
But the pair decided to save the centre in St Francis's and have celebrated the first 
anniversary of PJ Day Opportuni es, which was started in August last year. 
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Who are We? 
 

Back by popular demand  
(but only as long as  people are willing to  

“volunteer” their stories!). 
Lets try to get to know each other a bit be er. 

 

 
 
 

My name is Janis Johnson. I was born in 1937 and brought up just outside        
Lincoln, where my father worked on a farm. Both my grandfathers had worked on 
the same farm, my paternal grandfather as a shepherd and my maternal        
grandfather as a blacksmith. 
 

At the age of eleven I was fortunate enough to win a scholarship to Lincoln 
Christ’s Hospital Girls’ High School. Both my parents made considerable sacrifices 
to allow me to take up the scholarship and to keep me there un l I was eighteen. 
My mother did seasonal farm work—potato picking, sugar beet singling, hay  
making etc. to help with the cost of uniform and other requisites. When I was 
twelve, I earned my   pocket money by doing similar work and was able to buy my 
first new bicycle.  
 

It was at the High School that I had my first experience of the Anglo-Catholic          
tradi ons (my family being Methodist, I had been brought up on Sunday School 
and Chapel  three mes every Sunday!). Our school was a five minute walk from 
the magnificent Lincoln Cathedral, which featured prominently in the life of the 
school. On special days, Ash Wednesday, Ascension Day and Commemora on 
Day, we would walk in a decorous crocodile up the hill and into the glorious Angel 
Choir for services. Our music teacher enlisted the help of a monk, Brother Edwin 
from Kelham, to train us in prepara on for the services. The good Brother put us 
through hour paces in plainsong and responses so that we always performed to 
the best of our ability. I loved school, and learning for the sake of learning, but 
had no clear idea of what I wanted to do on leaving. I le , reluctantly, at eighteen 
and obtained a post as an   unqualified teacher, working for a year in a small rural 
school in the north of the county.  
 

In 1956 I went to what was then Derby Lichfield & Southwell Diocesan Training        
College—now more grandly known as Derby University! A er training I taught for 
four years in a large Junior School in Lincoln, before teaching for two years in what 
was known as the ‘red light’ district of Birmingham—Balsall Heath!  My first two 
headships were in schools in Northamptonshire. I came to Staffordshire to take up 
the Headship at Longnor C.E. Primary School in the Moorlands. A er six years 
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there I moved to the Headship at Birches Head (Hamilton P.S.). Having had quite a 
nomadic few years, I se led at Hamilton for nineteen years, re ring from there in 
1995. I s ll retained an ac ve interest in schools, being a Governor to the present 

me at St Ma hew’s Academy. 
 

I have several interests, History being one, par cularly the periods of World Wars I 
& II. My fascina on with W.W.I was sparked when as a youngster I first learned 
that my father had fought on the Somme as a lad in 1916. I enjoy walking,          
although these days my efforts cannot really be dignified with the tle ‘hiking’! I 
also love theatre, to which I was introduced by my mother, who regularly took me 
to Lincoln’s Theatre Royal. For many years I was a member of the Stoke Repertory 
Theatre, rarely seen on stage but invaluable in the wings as ‘prompt’! I enjoy 
many of the dramas, documentaries and crime stories on TV and have to confess 
to being an aficionado of Corona on Street from its incep on. I prefer classical 
music. As for food, I like many cuisines but Italian and Indian are my favourites. 
 

I began a ending St Francis’ Church in 1999, and was confirmed that year by  
Bishop Christopher Hill. 
 

Choosing a favourite passage from the Bible is difficult but I have always been 
drawn to the Sermon on the Mount. It sets out a simple way of life, and reminds 
me of a member of my family. One could cite many examples of heroism, all of 
them inspiring, but I o en reflect on my Aunt Olive, my mother’s sister. She was 
an ordinary lady, quiet, friendly, devoted to family and friends, unacademic but 
very skilled in prac cal ways. She had a probably never heard of Mother Julian of 
Norwich but she had a similar philosophy of life. In mes of worry and trouble she 
would say with quiet convic on “All will be well. It will be alright in the end”. She 
died at the age of ninety-three having contracted an infec on. Her consultant 
confessed that he didn’t know what was the problem, he would have to do       
further tests. She replied “Well, if you can’t find out what’s wrong, I shall have to 
go home”. “Oh no, Mrs Pickwell, we want to keep you in hospital a li le longer”.  
“No”, she replied,  smiling and poin ng ceiling- wards, “home”. She died two days 
later, as the funeral service says, ‘In the sure and certain hope’. There are many 
people who although not clever, or famous or performers of wondrous deeds, 
who, nevertheless, can teach us so much by the way they live their lives and by 
their unshakeable faith. 
 

As to the future of our parish, I think that in an uncertain world we can only go on, 
striving for be er things; working for what we believe in, trying to make a difference 
in our own small worlds, having faith and trus ng in God. The church is, a er all, 
made up of people, so the church will only be as good, as faithful, as enterprising, as 
effec ve as the people in it. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
  HE   = Holy Evangelists 
  St F   = St Francis 
  
Thu 2 Oct 2014 
09:15 - 10:15 New Prayer Group -  
    St F Walchester Room 
Fri 3 Oct 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
Sun 5 Oct 2014 
Feast of St Francis (Transferred from 4th) 
08:00 - 08:30 Low Mass - St F 
09:00 - 10:00 Junior Church 
09:30 - 10:30 BENEFICE Mass - St F 
11:15 - 12:30 HE MASS CANCELLED  
12:00 - 14:00 Soup & Bread Lunch at St F 
18:30 - 19:30 Evensong&Benedic on - St F 
Tue 7 Oct 2014 
14:30 - 15:30 Rosary Group - HE 
Wed 8 Oct 2014 
09:30 - 11:00 Play Pals at HE 
Thu 9 Oct 2014 
09:15 - 10:15 Prayer Group -  
    Walchester Room 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
14:00 - 16:00 A ernoon Tea for the elderly           

- St F 
Fri 10 Oct 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F  
Sat 11 Oct 2014 
08:00 - 11:00 Car Boot Sale - St F Car Park 
Tue 14 Oct 2014 
19:00 - 19:30 Low Mass -  
    St Ma hew's School 
19:30 - 21:00 PCC Mee ng -  
    St Ma hew's School 
Wed 15 Oct 2014 
09:30 - 11:00 Play Pals at HE 
19:30 - 20:30 Walsingham Cell- St F  
(Our Lady of the Rosary) 

 
Thu 16 Oct 2014 
09:15 - 10:15 Prayer Group -  
    St F Walchester Room 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
Fri 17 Oct 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
Mon 20 Oct 2014 
14:00 - 15:30 Mothers' Union - HE 
Tue 21 Oct 2014 
19:30 - 21:00 Third Tuesday Together St F - 
HEALING SERVICE 
Wed 22 Oct 2014 
09:30 - 11:00 Play Pals at HE 
Thu 23 Oct 2014 
09:15 - 10:15 Prayer Group -  
    St F Walchester Room 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
Fri 24 Oct 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
Sat 25 Oct 2014
12:00 - 13:00 Bap sms -  
Aston Wayne Underwood-Barker 
Wed 29 Oct 2014 
09:30 - 11:00 Play Pals at HE 
Thu 30 Oct 2014 
09:15 - 10:15 Prayer Group -  
    St F Walchester Room 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
Fri 31 Oct 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
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Church Calendar Dates – October 2014 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, 

including the inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed  
on church no ce boards.  

 
 

Wednesday  1st  St Teresa of the Child Jesus, V & Dr 

Thursday  2nd  The Holy Guardian Angels 

Saturday  4th  St Francis of Assisi, Patron (trans to the 5th) 

Sunday   5th  St Francis of Assisi (trans) 

Tuesday  7th  Our Lady of the Rosary 

Monday  13th St Edward the Confessor 

Wednesday  15th St Teresa of Avila, V & Dr 

Thursday  16th St Margaret Mary Alacoque, V 

Friday   17th St Ignatius of Antioch, Bp & M 

Saturday  18th St Luke, Evangelist 

Saturday  25th Ss Crispin & Crispinian, Ms 

Tuesday  28th Ss Simon & Jude, Apostles 

Could you bear to be left alone with your thoughts? 
 

How would you cope with doing absolutely nothing but being alone 
with your thoughts? It seems that most of us are unable to switch 
off, and struggle to spend even brief periods of time alone, with 
nothing to do but think or daydream. In a research study situation, 
people who were deprived of access to music or smartphones even 
preferred to give themselves mild electric shocks rather than simply 
sit still and think for 15 minutes. The study was published in the 
magazine ‘Science’. 
How would you like to try it, and then report on how you 
get on? How does your Christian faith affect your         
capacity to be quietly alone?   (Thoughts to Ann in the   
parish office please and we’ll put in next month’s magazine.) 
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**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 14th October, 7.30pm  
St Matthew’s School 

Preceded by Mass at 7.00pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Pat Mair at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Jam Jars, Please! 
Enoch needs more jam jars for 
his delicious jams so if you have 
any cluttering up your kitchen 
please bring them to church or 

give directly to Enoch. 
Many thanks. 

Quiz Night  
Is back! 

Friday 10th October 
St Francis’ Hall 

Please see Margaret 
or Enoch to book your place 
Cost: £5 including supper 

Afternoon Tea  
at St Francis’ Church 

Walchester Room 
Thursday 9th October, 2pm 

Especially for the elderly  
in our  

community 
who would 
like to meet 
up with old 
friends to 

catch up or to reminisce. 
We can organize a lift if needed: 

please telephone 01782 
393189 to arrange. 

Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 

Saturday 11th October 
Car Boot Sale 
St Francis’ Church Car Park from 8am to 11am 
£5 per car / £10 per van - book at parish office or with Yvonne 
Refreshments will be available.  
 

Friday 17th October 
Murder Mystery Evening - PLACES STILL AVAILABLE 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Cannock. Coach leaves St Francis at 6:45. 
Cost: £15 including coach, entrance and food, bar service available.  
 

Friday 19th December 
Moddershall Oaks Christmas Meal & Disco 
Balance to be paid to Yvonne by Sunday 19th October please 

Church Bulle n Bloomers                                         
The Fas ng & Prayer Conference        
includes meals. 
Don’t let worry kill you off—let the 
church help. 
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FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT 
OF THE CHURCH: 

 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL 
POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL 
ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE 
HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.    
  

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF 
LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE 
LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT 
THE POLICE on 101 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
     Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm 
St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 

Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th 
Anniversary  
Celebrations 

If you have any photos please 
hand them in to the Parish  

Office (they can be scanned so 
you don’t need to leave the  

originals).  Also a description of 
any other memorabilia you are 
prepared to lend. Many thanks. 

Magazines Please 
Sue would be grateful if you 
could let her have any old 
magazines you no longer want.  
They’re really useful for Messy 
Church etc 
 

Prize Draw Tickets 
For Autumn Fayre 

(Saturday 29th November 
at 10.30am) 

Now on sale from the  
Churchwardens 

All proceeds go as always to 
Church funds so please sell as 

many as possible! 
Great prizes to be won! 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 20th October 

Darren - Update on Goa 
 

Many thanks to Roy Lynch who came to our meeting on  
Monday 15th September. He gave us a wonderful trip down 
memory lane with his slides of the local area. Always good to 
have a bit of nostalgia! 
 

At our next meeting on Monday 20th October Darren will be 
making his annual visit to us with an update of the children 
he visits in Goa.  These children lack almost all the things we 
take for granted, but they are so full of love and gratitude for 
what others do for them that it is both joyful and humbling. 
 

Donations of toothbrushes, combs, hair brushes, “nit combs” 
and hair bobbles would be most welcome. The children also 
love Barbie and Action Man dolls (look out for these in charity 
shops). 
 

Darren will take the above to Goa when he next visits. 
 
My love to you all 
 

Jenny 
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Attendance and Collection Information: August 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

3rd August 100 105 31 

10th August 92 92 43 

17th August 82 84 26 

24th August 80 85 37 

31st August 80 86 38 

Average Weekly collection £513.32 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
 

Baptisms:  
 

Holy Evangelists’ None 
 

St Francis’ on 6th September 2014 
Harry James Lucas, Lia Sky & Sienna Rose Hawkins 
 
Weddings: None 
 
Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ None 
 

St Francis’ None 
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       Sunday 12th October 

 

We will celebrate Harvest at the 9.30am Mass at St Francis’s  
and at the 11.15 am Mass at Holy Evangelists. 

 

                   Please donate tinned, dried and other foods from the  
Stoke-on-Trent Food Bank list! 

 

All donations this year will go to the  
Food Bank! 

(Donations of fruit and vegetables from your gardens to Chris please  
for displays) 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 



 18 

2015 will mark 75 years since the consecration of St Francis 
Church in Meir Heath in 1940. The church will be marking this special 
occasion with a year long celebration of its role in the local community. As 
well as special services, we want to stage a host of events to mark the 
changes that have taken place in the parish over the decades since 1940.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and help us to 
make this a very special celebration. Completed questionnaires can be re-
turned to St Francis (dropped in the letterbox if the office is closed) or why not 
complete it online?  Type in https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJ8JFJV to be 
taken directly to the survey. 

A lot  How much do you 
know about the   
history of our local 
area (Meir Heath, 
Meir Park, etc)? 

A little  

Nothing  

A lot  How interested 
are you in your 
heritage (local 
history, family 
history, etc) 

A little  

Not at all  

Which of the following events and activities would be of interest to you? 
Talks related to the history of St Francis and the parish  
Talks on the history of the area  
Family day focussing on Children's games since 1940  
Themed meals, e.g. ration book supper, 70s pub meal  
Through the decades Fashion show  
Hair and make-up demonstrations  
Themed dances e.g. tea dance  
Classic films since 1940s  
Other suggestion for events/lectures (please write below)  
 
None of these  

Age group Under18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

What is your postcode? .............................. 

Do you have any memorabilia (photographs, objects, etc) related to St Fran-
cis church or the local area that you would be willing to loan? All material will 
be returned. Please indicate the type of memorabilia and give us your contact 
details below. 
 

Name:................................................ Phone No................................................ 
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All Souls Day 
Monday, 3rd November 

 

Requiem masses for the souls of the departed will be celebrated at the  
following mes: 

 

09.30  (St Francis’s) - Low (said) Mass 
12.00 (Holy Evangelists) - Low (said) Mass 

19.30  (St Francis’s) Sung Mass 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to come to church to pray for all whom we love 
and who have died, to light candles in their memory and to spend me in quiet 
reflec on. 
Names to be remembered at Mass on this day can be entered on the sheets at 
the back of each church, which will be available from mid October. 
 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

BBenefice Mass for the Feast of St Francis 
Sunday 5th October at St Francis’ Church, 9.30am 

Services: 
 
8.00am Low Mass     St Francis’ 
9.30am Benefice Mass    St Francis’ 
(11.15am Parish Mass    Holy Evangelists’ - CANCELLED) 
6.30pm  Evensong & Benedic on  St Francis’ 
 
There will be a soup and bread lunch in the hall at St Francis’ at  
12 noon and all are welcome. If possible please let Chris or Trudi know in       
advance if you will be able to come so they have some idea of numbers - but 
please feel free to just turn up. 
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WWhy Pilgrimage? 

From September 11th-18th a group of  
seventeen pilgrims associated with our 
parish, led by Fr David, were on pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land (Israel and the Pales nian 
West Bank Territories). Reflec ons (and 
photos) concerning the actual pilgrimage 
can be found elsewhere in the magazine. 
However, although pilgrimage is gaining a 
level of popularity in this country which it 
has not enjoyed since the Middle Ages, 
many people are s ll a li le confused 
about what it is and why it is both so   
popular and so important. 

It appears that ‘pilgrimage’ is itself an     
inherent desire on the part of human     
beings. For us, ‘place’ is important. If you 
cast your mind back to your childhood, 
how many memories are associated with 
places? If, like me, you have travelled 
around a fair bit during your life, how does 
it feel when you reflect on, or even revisit, 
places associated with 
your childhood? They 
may have changed, 
perhaps even  beyond 
recogni on, but a visit 
through memory or 
through actual      
presence can be a 
poignant and moving experience.   Being 
present at a site which has been   im-
portant in our life may bring back long-
forgo en memories of a me when the 
world was fresh and exci ng, of events 
and people who were important to us, 
though now long dead or gone from our 
lives. 

Likewise, places associated with events in 
our adult lives have importance. How 
o en do people re-visit the church in 
which they were married, or the college or 
university at which they studied, or their 
early workplaces? Is there not a certain 
sadness when such a place is radically    
altered or demolished? The place itself 
has importance to us and is in mately 
connected with our memories. 

This is also the case with our spiritual and 
religious dimension. It doesn’t even have 
to be overtly religious. How many people 
go to great lengths to make a journey to 
their favourite team’s ground, to a TV     
loca on or studio, to the site of an historic 
event which has enthralled their             
imagina on, such as a ba lefield?  

Witness the current popularity to the 
ba lefields of World War I! Place is        
important! Of course, we can ‘visit’ such 
places in our imagina on, through books 
or film, or even through on-line interac ve 
tours. Yet these are no real subs tute for 
actually being present on the ground.   
Perhaps surprisingly, people do not seem 
to mind the expense of actually making 
such a visit! 

So, what about religious pilgrimages? The 
desire to be present at the site of major 
events in the history of our faith goes back 
to the earliest days of Chris anity and    
beyond. The Jews of Christ’s day made 
three annual pilgrimages to Jerusalem if 
they could, to pray at the Temple and to 
offer sacrifice during the ‘pilgrim feasts’. 
Christ himself regularly made these        
pilgrimages. 
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From the very earliest days, Chris ans 
made the journey to the sites associated 
with the life and ministry of Jesus. This 
seems to have started almost immediately 
a er the resurrec on and ascension of   
Jesus, for we know that the first Chris ans 
revered places such as Tabgha, on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee, which was the 
site of the mul plica on of the loaves and 
fishes, 
the 
break-
fast on 
the 
shore of 
the lake 
a er 
the   
resurrec on and also the ‘Mount of the 
Bea tudes’, where Jesus gave those        
immortal words. 

Of course, the most important sites of    
pilgrimage were to the birthplace of Jesus 
at Bethlehem and, most of all, the site of 
the crucifixion and burial/resurrec on in 
Jerusalem. So well-known were these 
sites, with so many people making the 
journey to them, that the Emperor         
Hadrian, early in the 2nd Century, had 
sites of pagan worship established on top 
of these Chris an sites in order to prevent 
Chris ans coming to worship at them! 

Of course, there is more to pilgrimage 
than just ‘being’ at a special, significant 
place! By being in the place of pilgrimage, 
we are encouraged to pray—and prayer 
lies at the heart of the Chris an life. Of 

course, the journey itself may be an       
opportunity for spiritual growth, as well as 
for seeing new places, experiencing local 
cultures and having the opportunity to 
meet new people. These days, most       
pilgrims make use of fast and cheap    
modern forms of transport but some s ll 
make pilgrimages on foot, by bicycle or on 
horseback. The film, The Way, starring 
Mar n Sheen, is a brilliant and highly     
enjoyable depic on of a small group of 
people thrown together whilst walking 
800 kilometres through Spain to the shrine 
of St James the Apostle at Compostella. If 
you’ve not seen it yet, I would strongly 
urge you to do so.  It’s not only enjoyable 
but also raises many ques ons about the 
meaning and value of our lives. 

Finally, of course, there is the purely social 
dimension of pilgrimage. Whether making 
the journey alone or as part of a group, 
pilgrimage offers the chance to engage 
with others, to enjoy food and drink        
together, to converse with others long into 
the night over a cup of coffee or a bo le of 
wine. The friendships made and deepened 
whilst on pilgrimage are an integral part of 
the experience. 

If you’ve not been on a pilgrimage for a 
while, or have never been on one, I would 
urge you to do so. What be er way could 
there be than joining in one of our annual 
parish pilgrimages to Walsingham, held 
each May, or even come with us to Italy 
next year, to walk in the steps of                
St Francis!     

Father David 
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On Sunday 16 November 2014, churches all over the world will join together in 
the Interna onal Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP). Be part of 
IDOP—spread the word and make sure everyone, young or old, can be drawn  
into praying together and pray alongside so many other churches on the day! 

For more informa on go to  h p://www.csw.org.uk/idop 
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SSmall Groups in Church 

One of the hallmarks of good churches is the development of small groups, These 
allow people, both from within the congrega on and beyond, to come together for 
a me of fellowship, prayer and study in a different se ng from the normal       
worship in church. 
Already we have a few ‘small groups’ - the Rosary group, the Walsingham Cell and 
so on and we also come together in a larger group a couple of mes a year for Lent 
and Advent courses. 

However, since our dear friend Heather Pepper died a couple of years ago, we 
haven’t really had Bible Study groups or other such ac vi es. Therefore, a er a 
good deal of me spent working out how it might be best to try to develop this side 
of our life together, it is me we started out by a new launch of such groups. 

The idea is to bring people together, preferably in homes rather than in church, to 
share fellowship and discussion together, over coffee and tea. A leader (who might 
not be the same person as the one providing hospitality) will receive training and 
support from the Vicar and will facilitate the group’s discussions. 

In order to make this work, we need four things! 

People willing to host a group (no more than 8 [people, ideally) in their homes; 

A few people willing to lead groups, or to stand in when a leader is unavailable; 

People willing to come to a group, ideally on a regular basis; 

People willing to make the existence of these groups known and to invite 
friends outside the church to come along! Actually, everyone needs to do this! 

In order to try to get this going, I have provided a form to complete and return,    
either to me, to Ann in the office, or to one of the Wardens. Ideally, I’d like to get 
the groups going in the New Year, mee ng ini ally perhaps once a month or once a 
fortnight, depending on the desires of the group members. However, in order to 
have the me to train group leaders, I would like to have the forms returned to me 
as soon as possible! 

If we are to make this parish grow and thrive, it is essen al that we engage       
whole-heartedly in ac vi es such as this and I hope that we will have your            
encouragement and par cipa on. 

Best wishes 

Father David 
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Cathedrals of Britain 

St Andrew’s Cathedral, Aberdeen 
 

After some tension, during which I thought I might have to rename this series 
as ‘Cathedrals of What’s Left of Britain’, it’s back to my own country of     
Scotland and to a cathedral I know very well indeed, that of my home city in 
the North East of Scotland. 
In Scotland, the Anglican Church is known as the ‘Scottish Episcopal Church’ 
and predates any links to the Church of England, going right back to historic 
times as a continuation of the ancient Catholic Church of Scotland. Alas, all 
too often known as ‘the English Church’, the SEC has fallen on hard times 
more than once! 
One of the most unspectacular cathedrals in the 
country from the outside, St Andrew’s is        
sandwiched between buildings on the dirty, busy 
and generally rather workaday main road of King 
Street, near its junction with Union Street, the 
principal road of Aberdeen. However, once one 
has negotiated the risks of the smells of various 
foreign takeaways and the risk of aerial bombing 

(or worse!) from    
Aberdeen’s massive and notoriously vicious  
seagull population, one enters a small but     
wonderfully attractive building. 
Built as an ordinary church in 1817 by Alexander 
Simpson, the famous Aberdeen-born architect 
who planned much of Edinburgh’s New Town, it 
was extended in 1880 to include the chancel and 
choir. St Andrew’s became the cathedral in 1914. 

After the First World War ended, it was decided to build a 
new, enormous, Gothic cathedral on another site in the 
city and the famous architect Sir Ninian Comper was                
commissioned to plan it. Comper was himself the son of 
an Aberdeen priest, actually the founder of my own home 
parish of St Margaret’s! 
As the building was to be paid for by American money, in 
thanksgiving for  Aberdeen’s role in providing their first  
Anglican bishop, Samuel Seabury, the Wall Street Crash of 1929 put paid to 
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this plan and it was decided to beautify the existing building instead! It is the 
result of this  decision that one sees as one enters the cathedral today.  
On entering the cathedral, the eye is immediately drawn to the magnificent 
High Altar with its Comper baldichino (or ‘tester’); an ancient form of covering 
to emphasise the holiest place in the building. Its gold spiral columns and 
beautiful paint work certainly make the place a fitting site for the celebration of 
Mass! 
Behind the altar is the fantastic, large, Comper stained glass window of 
Christ. Typical of Comper, his Christ is blue-eyed, clean-shaven and blond. If 
one didn’t know that this was a theological and        
artistic attempt at ‘inculturalization’ (fitting Christianity 
to the culture in which it finds itself), one would think 
this was nothing less than an advert for the Nazi idea 
of an Aryan Jesus! 
However, it is the ceiling which really is quite unique! 
Painted white, it is adorned with the crests of many 
notable Aberdeenshire families and also with the 
State crests of the then existing States of the United 
States of America. The effect is really quite spectacular! 
In comparison with virtually all English cathedrals, St Andrew’s Cathedral,  
Aberdeen, is unimpressive. However, when considered in its own right for 
what it is, a working cathedral and district church, it is a simple but very  
beautiful Mother Church for what is, historically speaking, the most important 
of the dioceses of the Scottish Episcopal Church. If you are ever in Aberdeen, 
do not fail to pay it a visit!  Fr David 

As far as the vicar could tell, 
the burglar had disturbed 

nothing in his study 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.me 
tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 FFLOWERS  & CO.            For all Occasions 
 

Hand Made Cards 
Artificial Flowers 
Gifts: Teddies, Helium Balloons 
Funeral Tributes 
Weddings: Bouquets, Displays 
Chair Covers, Sash Hire 
 
Tel: 01782 599957 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  
 

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  
 

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 

Come and browse our varied selection 
Credit & Debit Cards accepted 
Telephone orders welcome 
Free Local Delivery & Free Parking 
Find us at: 
www.flowersstokeontrent.co.uk 
 
277-279 Uttoxeter Road, Normacot 
(By Fire Station) 

 
Kits   Furniture 
 

Haberdashery   Craft Materials    Jewellery Making 
 

  Die Cutting Machines   Blinds and Curtains 
 

       Kids Corner 
 

Opening Times: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Tel: 01782 628780  /  Email: craftyinteriors@hotmail.co.uk 
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SSaint of the Month: October 

Saint Therese of the Child Jesus 
 

Born Therese Martin in Normandy on 2nd January 
1873, this youngest of five daughters born to pious 
middle-class parents was destined to become one of 
the most          enduringly popular of all saints and to 
eventually be recognized by that rarest of all distinc-
tions, ‘Doctor of the Church’. 
 

At the age of 14, during an illness, the young Therese 
had a spiritual experience which was to transform her 
life. Turning away from childhood pleasures and the      desire to have everyone love 
her, Therese gained special permission from the Pope in person to try a religious vo-
cation at what, even then, was the remarkably tender age of 15 years. 
 

Entering the convent of Carmelite sisters in Lisieux in April 1888, Therese joined 24 
others in a life of work, prayer and sacrifice. She was only 15 years and 3 months old!  
Always close to her father, Louis, Therese had to endure watching him become badly 
affected by dementia and its associated illnesses just as she became a nun.         
Devastated though she was by his illness and death four years later, she was able to 
profit by this experience, enabling her as it did to enter into something of the mystery 
of the Suffering Christ. 
 

Recognized by the other Sisters as a good nun, Therese was nevertheless not      
considered as being anything more. She lived out her vows joyfully and in obedience, 
but beneath this exterior had developed an approach to God and the spiritual life 
which would not only work its transforming power on her but also, later, would enable 
millions to come much closer to experiencing the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
Through her reading of some of the writings of John of the Cross, a great Spanish 
mystic, she came to understand ever more deeply the love of God. It was this love 
which burned within her, as she longed to share it with others. 
 

Therese was acutely aware of her littleness. She had no great education, no brilliance 
to be admired. Rather, what she sought was perfection through little, ordinary, things. 
As she wrote,                                                                              Continued over page 
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"It is impossible for me to grow up, so I must bear with myself such as I am with all 
my imperfections. But I want to seek out a means of going to heaven by a little way, 
a way that is very straight, very short and totally new. “ 
 

Finding in the New Testament Jesus’ command to become as little children, 
Therese began to focus in earnest on this ‘little way’ to perfection. Not naturally   
patient, or even given to thinking much of others (at least according to her own 
words!), Therese abandoned herself into the hands of Jesus and focussed solely 
on carrying out cheerfully and lovingly all the tasks given to her in the convent. God 
did not ask ‘great’ things of her; but in the many mundane things which were asked 
of her she displayed her true greatness! 
 

At the command of her sister, Pauline, now the Superior of the convent, Therese 
reluctantly but obediently put on paper her ‘little way’, writing what was to be     
published after her death as ‘The Autobiography of a Soul’. Not a literary      
masterpiece, it nevertheless conveys not only a fervent love of God, a clear picture 
of a ‘little’ person striving to that perfection to which we are all called, but also 
marks out a clear and simple way to making great progress in the Christian life. 
 

The last two years of Therese’s brief life were marked by progressive illness and a 
great deal of pain and suffering. Although at times tempted to despair, she was still 
able to practice her ‘little way’ and grow in love of God and others. Aware she was 
dying, she yet looked forward with prophetic clarity to the continuation of her     
mission to do good on earth whilst she is in heaven. The many, many miracles and 
favours brought about since her death on 30th September 1897 attest to her   
saintliness and continuing love of her fel-
low human beings. Therese remains, 
through the candour of her                   
Autobiography, one of the most            
accessible and loved of all saints. She is 
well worth getting to know better, for her 
Way is ideally suited to leading modern 
people to God. 

Saint of the Month cont. 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

Next meeting 20th October 
CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

        

Third Tuesday Together 
 

October 21st, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
 
 

Healing  Service 
 

            All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
 

       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
      Next meeting on 7th October 

                    St Francis Junior Church 
               Every Sunday  
         (except school holidays)  
       9.30am in the church hall 

        Fun + Faith + Friends 
     * Bible stories * Games  *  
             *Art/Crafts * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 

Junior Church 
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11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Meetings are normally  
at St Francis Church, Sandon Road, Meir Heath: 

on Fridays  
6-7pm for Anchors (aged 5 - 8),  

7-8.30pm for Juniors (aged 8 - 11)  
8-9.30pm for Company (aged 11-15) 

 

If you would like more information or if you think you would 
like to help out with running these groups please contact: 

Fr David: 01782 398585 or Sue: 07960 210631 

Walsingham Cell 
St Francis’ 

Walchester Room 
Wednesday  

15th October, 
7.30pm 

“Our Lady  
of the Rosary” 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children  
under 4    

Holy Evangelists’
Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

families@mhandn.org 

Tiddlers 
            Our Parent & Toddler 

            group for children  
         under 4    

St Francis’ 
Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
WILL BE STARTING AFTER 

CHRISTMAS. PLEASE WATCH 
OUT FOR FURTHER  

INFORMATION 

Volunteers 
are  needed 

for  
The Brigade.  

Please see Fr David or Sue if 
you can help.  
Thank you! 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 
September’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (98) Rose key  
2nd  £10 (26) Barbara Procter  
3rd  £5  (52) Anne Lowe  
 

 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join 
There are numbers available 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

September’s Draw  
 

1st   £20   (27)    Ruby Cooper  
2nd  £10   (49)    Bernadette Travers  
3rd   £5   (38)    Fred (c/o Shirley Huson)
   
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into 
church funds. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in having 
a number in our ‘100’ club, or another number to 

give you more chances of   winning, as I now 
have several numbers available.  

 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis 
'100' Club we have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All 

funds support the same cause!  
 

 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent 
each month. 

 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 
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St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for October 

 8.00am 9.30am 

5th Chris Beech Richard Whitmore Enoch Pritchard 

12th Judith Plant Keith Wheeldon Dawn Roberts 

19th Chris Beech Judith Plant Lucy Ryan 

26th Chris Beech Keith Wheeldon Enoch Pritchard 

2nd 
Nov Keith Wheeldon Richard Whitmore Dawn Roberts 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for October 

5th 9.30 Margaret Pritchard / Paula Walker 

12th 9.30 John Fernyhough / Arthur Barnard 

19th 9.30 Linda Nadin / Edna Barlow 

26th 9.30 Keith Bradbury / Len Jervis 

2nd Nov 9.30 TBA 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for October 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 
 

October 5th & 12th (St Francis & Harvest) Flower Team 
October 26th         Jill & Olga 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for October 

5th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

David 
Beardmore 

Mary    
Johnson 

Dawn         
Roberts 

12th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

David 
Beardmore 

Mary    
Johnson 

Judith      
Plant 

19th 9.30 Derek 
Smith 

Lucy     
Ryan 

Dawn     
Roberts 

David     
Beardmore 

26th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Dawn    
Roberts 

Lucy      
Ryan 

Derek     
Smith 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for October 

5th Paula Whalley, Mrs Boughey, Lily Challinor 

12th Eileen Farnell, Linda Nadin, Chris Thorne, Ann McHardy 

19th Jane Fern and Family 

26th Barbara Smith, Dawn Roberts 

Without thought for his own 
safety, the Vicar visited his sick 

parishioners. 

St Francis’ Junior 
Church 

Still urgently needs  
volunteers 

as leaders or  
helpers. Please 
see Trudi and 
she’ll tell you 

all you need to 
know! 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@hotmail.com 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
            Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: TBA 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
 

the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 
 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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A few snapshots  

of the Holy Land pilgrims.  
We’re hoping to have an  

evening soon for people to 
come and share thoughts,  

experiences, photos of this and 
the previous Holy Land  
pilgrimage. Everyone is  

welcome to come along. Keep 
an eye on the Bulle n and   

website for more informa on. 
Appropriate refreshments will 

be served! 
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