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I heard a story recently where someone spoke to Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcu a 
and said ”I can understand your life and your work and devo on to Jesus but I 
don’t understand why you hold his mother Mary in such high esteem?” Mother   
Teresa answered , “Simple; no Mary, no Jesus” dispelling centuries of theological 
debate with a profound but simple statement .God chose to bring his Son into the 
world through the coopera on of Mary. Without that coopera on there would 
have been no Incarna on and therefore no Redemp on.    
The na vity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the 8th September.  
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                            From the Vicarage 
 
My dear friends 
News from the Middle East seems to dominate the media 
just now, which is perhaps not surprising, given the nature 
of the events there and it is certainly    important that we are made aware both of 
their tragic nature for so many innocent people and of their relevance for the     
future of a peaceful world. However, that should not mean that we are to forget 
completely about ma ers in our own country. 
One of the no ceable aspects of life in contemporary Britain is the very rapid 
growth in the number of people who are having to resort to Food Banks to make 
ends meet. Given that they were conceived as an emergency measure to provide 
short-term help to desperate people, it is alarming that they have grown at such a 
rate! According to the Trussell Trust, which is the charity responsible for most UK 
Food Banks, including the one in Stoke-on-Trent, some 13 million people in the UK 
live below the official poverty line. Of these, in the last year, Food Banks fed nearly 
one million people, including more than 330,000 children. 
Food Banks provide emergency help to people who have been referred to them by 
registered agencies and professionals by giving them three days’ of food on a    
limited number of occasions. They are not there to replace shops, but are just 
what they say they are—providers of emergency help. 
Some people have argued that, in a welfare state such as Britain, these sorts of 
chari es are unnecessary. However, there have been a number of changes to the 
benefits system in recent years which have made it harder for people to budget 
and, combined with steeply rising food prices, this has led to people  being put   
into desperate straights. As Chris ans, however much we may personally ques on 
whether all who present themselves as being poor are actually so in reality, our 
duty is clear: we are required to answer a need. Jesus makes it abundantly clear 
that we are required to feed the hungry (Ma hew 25:31-45), which is fully in 
agreement with the teaching of the Old Testament (see, for instance, Job 22:7; 
Isaiah 58:7 and so forth).  
I am very pleased, indeed proud, that we, as a worshipping Chris an community, 
have responded to the needs of people in our city by making dona ons of food to 
assist those in need, through the Stoke-on-Trent Food Bank. We now, though, have 
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the opportunity to go further and become involved in a new   
Distribu on Centre, ini ally to be based at Meir Park Community 
Centre. Volunteers are needed to help staff the Centre on        
Saturday mornings between 10 am and noon. The aim is to have 
a rota so that no  individual will find the commitment too       
burdensome. I warmly invite as many of you as are able to this 
work of witness. Forms for volunteers may be had from me and we look forward 
with an cipa on to the opening of the Centre on October 4th—a most propi ous 
day, it being the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, who himself devoted his life to the 
service of God in the poor. 
Chris an living is primarily a ma er of service: service to God, to our  fellow       
humans beings and to the wider environment. The Le er of James, in the New              
Testament, demonstrates this concern by warning us that we are required to fulfil 
the ‘royal law’ of love by serving the needs of others. He points out most urgently 
that our faith must be accompanied by works in order to be real and one of the 
chief works we can do is to help feed the hungry (James 2:14-17). 
Of course, this is in itself not enough. If it were, we would merely concentrate on a 
‘social gospel’ of ac on with the needy. However, Jesus also taught that we are   
required to love God, not just through serving the needy, but also through prayer 
(especially the prayer of the Church) and, most importantly, through recep on of 
Holy Communion and the other sacraments of the Church (see, for instance, 
Ma hew 28:19-20 and John 6). 
Chris anity is therefore both this-worldly and other-worldly. It has a dual focus on 
serving the needs of others in this world and, at the same me, a deep awareness 
of the life of the Kingdom of God, which is not of this world. Even more than this, 
the ‘other-worldly’ dimension of the Chris an faith is what underlies, informs and 
inspires us to work in a worldly context for the be erment of our fellow human 
beings, for social and economic jus ce and for the well-being of the environment. 
As a Chris an community, mee ng week by week, day by day, to celebrate the   
Eucharist, let us use the final words of the Mass, ‘Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord’, as our programme—inspired and for fied by the sacrament of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, let us go out into the world to serve Christ in others. 
Yours in Christ 
Father David 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
  HE   = Holy Evangelists 
  St F   = St Francis 
 

Tue 2 Sep 2014 
14:30 - 15:30 Rosary Group – HE 
19:30 - 20:30 Walsingham Cell - St F 
Wed 3 Sep 2014 
11:00 - 12:00 School Mass - St 
Ma hews 
19:30 - 20:30 Healing Service - St F 
Thu 4 Sep 2014 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses – HE 
Fri 5 Sep 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade – St F 
Sat 6 Sep 2014 
10:00 - 12:00 Opening of Foodbank  
Distribu on Centre - Meir Park  
Community Centre 
12:00 - 13:00 Bap sms - St F 
Tue 9 Sep 2014 
19:00 - 19:30 Low Mass - St F 
19:30 - 21:00 PCC Mee ng - HE 
Thu 11 Sep 2014 - Thu 18 Sep -  
Parish Pilgrimage to Holy Land 
Thu 11 Sep 2014 
10:00 - 11:00 - Morning Prayer - HE -  
Julie Kent 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
19:30 - 20:00 Low Mass - St F -  
Fr Michael 
Fri 12 Sep 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
Sun 14 Sep 2014 
Exulta on of the Holy Cross 
08:00 - 08:30 Low Mass - St F -  
Fr Michael 

 
 
 
 
 
 
09:30 - 10:00 Junior Church - St F 
09:30 - 10:30 Sung Mass - St F -  
Fr Michael 
11:15 - 12:30 Sung Mass - HE - TBA 
18:30 - 19:30 Evensong - St F -  
Paul Sumner 
Mon 15 Sep 2014 
14:00 - 15:30 Mothers' Union - HE 
Tue 16 Sep 2014 
09:30 - 10:00 Low Mass - St F - TBA 
19:30 - 21:00 Third Tuesday Together - 
St F 
Wed 17 Sep 2014 
09:30 - 11:00 Play Pals at HE 
Thu 18 Sep 2014 
10:00 - 11:00 Low Mass - HE - Fr Alan 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
19:30 - 20:00 Low Mass - St F - Fr Alan 
Fri 19 Sep 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
Sun 21 Sep 2014 
09:00 - 12:00 Junior Church - St F 
Thu 25 Sep 2014 
11:00 - 12:00 Open for Elevenses - HE 
Fri 26 Sep 2014 
18:00 - 21:00 The Brigade - St F 
Sat 27 Sep 2014 
09:00 - 19:00 Parish Trip to  
Lytham St Anne’s & Blackpool 
11:00 - 13:00 Messy Church - St F 
Tue 30 Sep 2014 
09:30 - 11:00 Tiddlers - St F 
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**PARISH News and Notices* 
PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 9th September, 7.30pm  
Holy Evangelists 

Preceded by Mass at 7.00pm 

Pastoral Visit Forms 
 

Leaflets containing information about our programme 
of pastoral visits in the parish are available at both 
our churches. Should anyone wish to receive visits 
under this scheme, they should complete and sign 
the form included and then return it to Ann in the  
office. 

100 clubs — fundraising 
Both St Francis’ and Holy Evangelists’ run  a “100 club” to raise 

funds.  There is a 1st prize of £20, 2nd prize of £10 and 3rd 
prize of £5 for each “club”.  You can have a number (or     

several!) for £1 a month, each number. Please speak to John  
Fernyhough for St Francis, or Julie Kent for Holy Evangelists. 

 Please remember the foodbank 
Items from the list on the notice boards in 
the churches still most welcome. Hand in at 

the office or give to Margaret Pritchard  
at St Francis’  

(there is also a collection bin in the foyer) 
or Pat Mair at Holy Evangelists’. 

If you know anyone who would like a visit (sick,   
housebound or in hospital) please speak to Fr David, or 
ring 398585 to advise him of the details.  Many thanks. 
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Who are We? 
 

Back by popular demand  
(but only as long as  people are willing to  

“volunteer” their stories!). 
Lets try to get to know each other a bit be er. 

 

Shelley Brooker 
Charles Dickens began the first chapter of his novel 
“David Copperfield” with the tle of “I am born”. This 
every day occurrence would not have been my des ny 
had history not changed a few years before my eventual 
arrival in 1944. My Welsh grandmother died and a er a period my grandfather   
married again.  The family were Roman Catholic and the new lady a member of the 
Church of England. The priest at the me arrived at their home unannounced in a 
state of high dudgeon saying that the pair were not married in the eyes of God. A  
total ri  between church and grandfather ensued and my father and his younger 
brother were taken away from the seminary where they were training to be priests. 
Ironical when one considers four genera ons later my son and all his family have 
been bap sed into the Church of Rome for about two years. 
 

My father studied modern greats at University and followed a career in poli cs   
coming to Stoke a er the war where he met my mother.  I was born in Cardiff where 
I remained for six months due to a minor birth injury.  I was bap sed Camilla Shelley 
Riddell and inherited not only wonderful parents but also a wealthy family. I was an 
only child, an only grandchild and the only girl in an extended family of boys. I grew 
up surrounded by beau ful furniture, lovely an ques and many things to fire the  
imagina on of a child. My father was a highly intelligent and wise man whom I 
adored, and my mother a lady with a large personality and an even larger heart. I 
had a wonderful childhood and received beau ful clothes and toys. In spite of this 
idyllic world no breach of discipline; integrity; considera on for others; duty or      
e que e was allowed.  Misdemeanours, of which there were many, were punished; 
pleas for lenience ignored and lies never tolerated under any circumstances. 
 

I was made to a end Sunday School at St Werburgh’s in High Lane, Burslem and took 
part in readings and plays. Now I s ll read in Church, write intercessions and have  
directed two plays in church with the children of St Ma hew’s. I was also a member 
of the PCC and la erly Mothers’ Union. I would like to see the Church of England join 
forces yet again with our Roman brethren as it seems to me that we agree on far 
more than ma ers that cause division. In our own parish I would like to see an ac ve 
deba ng society to thrash out ma ers concerning the modern world. Ma ers such 
as cloning, birth control in third world countries and problems causing racial tension  
must certainly concern the modern thinking mind. 
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I began a teaching career in 1965 having taken on audi ons to R.A.D.A. following 
training college. I was accepted but decided that the precarious life of the                
professional stage was not for me. 
 

Theatre remains the “love of my life”, but the study of Theology at college and      
further study at Manchester Metropolitan opened up a fascina ng new world which 
has lasted all my life. 
 

I marred in 1970 in Uganda. My husband John Burke, a brilliant Oxford graduate, and 
I taught in Uganda for two years. This experience changed my whole life, and living 
under a dictator’s shadow reinforced my passionate love of England. This me of my 
life is worth the space of two volumes alone. 
 

Returning home I gave birth to my only son Findlay, who bears the name of his old, 
much respected Sco sh family. His great-grandfather John Findlay, was Lord Provost 
of Stranraer. Findlay follows the path of this pioneering family to perhaps greater 
things in future. He is married to a lovey lady and they have two small sons, Zebedee 
and Caleb. 
 

I a end the theatre all over the country as well as locally on every conceivable       
occasion and, as I have travelled almost all the world, in those countries as well.  I 
have heard opera in Italy, seen ballet in Russia and The Passion Play at                  
Oberammergau twice, in 2000 and 2010. 
 

Passages in the Bible are both narra ve and poe cal. The language is beau ful but 
the sec on that I love most of all is the parable of the Prodigal Son. All of us that are 
parents know that to raise a young person demands a lot of me, work, sacrifice and 
love. The biblical language of this beau ful story when well read never fails to move 
me to tears. The way the father allows his son his total freedom to find his way in life 
and make his own mistakes is so easy to iden fy with. We learn, however, that the 
parent always thinks longingly of his son and in spite of his own pain welcomes him 
back with total love and forgiveness. I have never found its equal in my readings. 
 

One of my hobbies is spending me with friends sharing a meal. There is nothing I 
cannot eat but my favourite foods are marzipan, avocado pears and pasta - although 
not all at once! 
 

It would be quicker to record anything that does not interest me, but I love classical 
music and books on theology, history, philosophy and metaphysics. For light reading 
and by contrast I like psychological thrillers and horror stories. My favourite books 
are ‘Goodbye Mister Chips’; ‘The Man Who Listens’ and ‘Dear & Glorious Physician’ - 
the story of St Luke. 
 

The hero of my life is without doubt Winston Churchill. I have his speeches on disc;  
             Con nued on page 30 
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Church Calendar Dates – September 2014 
 

   Please respect those who wish to pray quietly 
A full Calendar for each month, indica ng the mes and nature of all masses, 

including the inten on for which mass will be offered, is displayed  
on church no ce boards.  

 
 

Monday  1st  St Giles, Abbot 
Wednesday  3rd  St Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor 
Thursday  4th  St Cuthbert, Bishop 
Monday  8th  Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday   12th The Most Holy Name of Mary 
Saturday  13th St John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor 
Sunday   14th The Exultation of the Holy Cross 
Tuesday  23rd St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest & Religious 
Wednesday  24th Our Lady of Walsingham 
Thursday  25th St Sergius of Radonezh, Religious 
Friday   26th Ss Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs 
Saturday  27th St Vincent de Paul, Priest 
Monday  29th St Michael & All Angels 
Tuesday  30th St Jerome, Priest & Doctor 

Good Luck and Bon Voyage                         
to the Brannan Family! 
Craig and the children                                         
have now gone to join                                          
Zoe in Australia. 

We wish them well in                                          
their new life in                                                   
Melbourne and look                                             
forward to seeing them                                     
when they come back for holidays! 
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Social Committee trips etc  
Please contact Yvonne on 392507  
or see her in church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 11th October 
Car Boot Sale 
St Francis’ Church Car Park at 8.30am 
£5 per car / £10 per van.   
Refreshments on sale in Church Hall. 
 
Friday 17th October 
Murder Mystery Evening - TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
St Mary’s Church Hall, Cannock, 7pm 
Cost: £15 including coach and food, bar service available.  

PRIZES NEEDED FOR  
RAFFLES PLEASE ! 

Saturday 27th September 
Parish Trip to LYTHAM ST ANNE’S & BLACKPOOL 
Leave St Francis at 9.00am 
Leave Blackpool at 5.30pm 
Please note the addition of Lytham St Anne’s to the trip. 
Lytham is a must see for  everyone whether you like  history, 
gardens, restaurants or specialty shopping. 
Adults £14 / Child £8 

Quiz Night Is back! 
Friday 10th October 

St Francis’ Hall 
Please see Margaret or Enoch 

to book your place 
Cost: £5 including supper 

Prayer Group 
Look out for further             

information on a weekly  
prayer group starting on 
Thursday 2nd October at  
St Francis’ to pray for our 
church and community. 
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Normacot Mothers’ Union 
Next Meeting Monday 15th September 

 
Our “Summer Event” held on 18th August was a 
great success. It is always wonderful to see both of our 
churches join up in fellowship as well as in worship. 
 

Many thanks to all who donated gifts, bric-a-brac and      
delicious cakes and home-made produce. Many thanks also to 
the ladies who helped me both in the kitchen, on the door and 
selling raffle tickets. 
 

Last, but by no means least, my heartfelt thanks to all who 
attended this event. Your support made this a wonderful    
afternoon.  
 

We raised £304.20!! A percentage of this will to towards the 
setting up of “Tiddlers” at St Francis’ and the  balance will go 
to the Mothers’ Union Charity Fund. 
 

Our next meeting is on Monday 15th September at 2.00pm.  
Val’s husband Roy will be our guest speaker. 
 

With love to you all 
 

Jenny 

FOR YOUR OWN SAFETY AND THAT 
OF THE CHURCH: 

 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF YOUR PERSONAL 
POSSESSIONS  WHEN VISITING CHURCH   
DO NOT LEAVE HANDBAGS OR PERSONAL 
ITEMS IN PUBLIC AREAS.  WE CANNOT BE 
HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LOSS.    
  

PLEASE LOCK ALL DOORS  AND TURN OFF 
LIGHTS WHEN YOU LEAVE.   
    

IF YOU SEE ANYONE SUSPICIOUS, PLEASE 
LET THE WARDENS KNOW, OR  CONTACT 
THE POLICE on 101 

Magazines Please 
Sue would be grateful if you could let 
her have any old magazines you no 
longer want.  They’re really useful for 
Messy Church etc 
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A date for your diary 
The Autumn Fayre 

Saturday  
29th November 2014 

St Francis’ Hall, 10.30am 
Lots going on 
including the 
Prize Draw, 
Tombola, 
Food and 
Drink and lots of stalls. 

Jam Jars, Please! 
Enoch needs more jam jars for 
his delicious jams so if you have 

any cluttering up 
your kitchen please 

bring them to 
church or give     

directly to Enoch. 

Memorabilia  
Needed For  

St Francis’ 75th 
Anniversary  
Celebrations 

If you have any photos please 
hand them in to the Parish  

Office (they can be scanned so 
you don’t need to leave the  

originals).  Also a description of 
any other memorabilia you are 
prepared to lend. Many thanks. 

Needed please: 
2 more helpers for 
the tea rota at the 
new Parent &  
Toddler group, “Tiddlers”, to 
run at St Francis’ on a Tuesday 
morning from 9.30-11.00am. 
This will mean helping on a 2 
weeks on and 4 weeks off  
cycle. Please see Sue. 

Healing  
Service 

Wednesday  
3rd  

September 
St Francis’ 
7.30pm 

Walsingham Cell Re-starts  
at St Francis’ 

Tuesday 2nd September  
at 7.30  

and monthly 
on the         

first Tuesday 
where  

possible (but 
keep an eye 

on the  
Bulletin for 
updates). 
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Attendance and Collection Information: July 2014 
 

Sunday   
Communicants 

Sunday Total   
Attendance 

Midweek  
Attendance 

6th 88 94 29 

13th 100 106 54 Leavers 
Mass 

20th 81 84 24 

27th Benefice 
Mass at HE 48 49 28 

    

Average Weekly collection £403.48 

Payments by standing order/direct debit - average. 
We encourage people to use this method. 

£175.00 

 

From the Registers of Holy Evangelists’ and St Francis’ 
 

Baptisms:  
 

Holy Evangelists’ 
Tori-Leigh, Lucas Peter & Jamie Gordon Bratton on 9th August 
Caeden Lucas Sidney Elsmore and Cody John Shaw on 24th August 
 

St Francis’ - None 
 

Weddings: None 
 

Funerals: 
 

Holy Evangelists’ - None 
 

St Francis’ 
Paul Copestake on 7th August 
Francesca (Frankie) Smith on 21st August 
Peter Morrall on 28th August 
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The Rosary Group 
Each first Tuesday of the month (other than in winter) the Benefice Rosary 
Group meets at Holy Evangelists in Normacot to pray the rosary together. This 
is an ancient devo on, by tradi on given to St Dominic by Our Lady herself, 
which has great power. It is a primary instrument in fostering the Chris an life, 
of making intercession for others and for helping us meditate more deeply on 
the mysteries of the life of Christ. 
For a considerable number of years now, the group has been led by Don 
Millington, who has given generously of his me and experience to help foster 
and develop a vital component of the prayer life of the parish. His work in this 
has been greatly valued and appreciated by both myself and, I know, by Father 
Paul, my predecessor. The me has come, however, when Don feels it right to 
give up leadership of the group to someone else and take more of a ‘passive’ 
role (yet, in praying the rosary, it is s ll one which is very much ‘ac ve’). 
In the mean me, I shall lead the group. However, I am a great believer in the 
laity leading those ac vi es in which they have exper ze and interest, where 
the clergy are not absolutely required. Therefore, I hope and an cipate that 
my role in leading the group will be very much of a temporary stop-gap, un l a 
new leader volunteers (or is ‘volunteered for’!). 
I know that quite a number of people in the parish feel that they are now 
ge ng on in years and have done their bit. They might, for instance, feel they 
lack the strength and stamina to undertaker roles they cheerfully performed 
for many years. I fully understand this and have a great deal of sympathy with 
it. Here, however, is a ministry which all can do—for prayer is always the         
life-blood of the Chris an. Do pray about this and, if you feel Our Lord is     
moving you towards this ministry, please speak to me about it. 
Father David 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO    
ADVERTISE IN THIS    

MAGAZINE? 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the magazine, please contact the 

Parish office. 
It only costs £36 for the whole 

year (£3 a month) and is           
circulated to more than 220 homes 

in the  area. 
 

Please supply an advert in the 
same style and size as those in the 
magazine, or we can design it for 

you. 
 

Please contact Ann in the Parish 
office. 01782 393189     

email: office@mhandn.org 
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Alan Foster 

Home Maintenance 

All  Home & 

Garden Maintenance 

Plumbing, Painting, Fixing,  

Patios Power Washed  

Est. 2003 

Telephone:  01782 330937 
Mobile:        07790 372521 

APB PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

 

Professionally trained & 
Qualified in:  

 

Domestic Plumbing & Heating 
WRAS Water Regulations 

BPEC Part P Electrical 
Wall & Floor Tiling 

 

From dripping taps to  
full Bathroom refits. 

 

Small jobs are welcome!  
 

Call Paul Twigg 01782 641882  
or 07811 844807 

 

 

Fully insured and free 
estimates 



 18 

2015 will mark 75 years since the consecration of St Francis 
Church in Meir Heath in 1940. The church will be marking this special 
occasion with a year long celebration of its role in the local community. As 
well as special services, we want to stage a host of events to mark the 
changes that have taken place in the parish over the decades since 1940.  
 
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and help us to 
make this a very special celebration. Completed questionnaires can be re-
turned to St Francis (dropped in the letterbox if the office is closed) or why not 
complete it online?  Type in https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJ8JFJV to be 
taken directly to the survey. 

A lot  How much do you 
know about the   
history of our local 
area (Meir Heath, 
Meir Park, etc)? 

A little  

Nothing  

A lot  How interested 
are you in your 
heritage (local 
history, family 
history, etc) 

A little  

Not at all  

Which of the following events and activities would be of interest to you? 
Talks related to the history of St Francis and the parish  
Talks on the history of the area  
Family day focussing on Children's games since 1940  
Themed meals, e.g. ration book supper, 70s pub meal  
Through the decades Fashion show  
Hair and make-up demonstrations  
Themed dances e.g. tea dance  
Classic films since 1940s  
Other suggestion for events/lectures (please write below)  
 
None of these  

Age group Under18 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75+ 

What is your postcode? .............................. 

Do you have any memorabilia (photographs, objects, etc) related to St Fran-
cis church or the local area that you would be willing to loan? All material will 
be returned. Please indicate the type of memorabilia and give us your contact 
details below. 
 

Name:................................................ Phone No................................................ 
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GIFT OF TIME 

To you Lord, we come with praise and thanksgiving. You have given us everything we 
need, every gi  we have. Help us to realise our most important gi , Lord – the me 
we spend with you. Help us to hear you in the Scriptures and meet you in the         
Eucharist, see you and love you in the faces of those in and outside our community, 
and know you in the me we spend with you in prayer. Create within us a desire to 
increase the me we spend with you. We pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

GIFT OF TALENT 

We humbly thank you, Lord, for making us a people of purpose; the purpose of  
building up your body, the Church. We ask for wisdom to discern the special gi s 
that each of us has been given to serve you. Send us your Holy Spirit, Lord, and in-
spire us to give our individual gi s to the ministries of your Church, so that we might 
reach out to each other and the world. With your hands, your mind, your heart and 
your love, living as your disciples, a life of true Chris an Stewardship. We ask in Je-
sus’ name. 

GIFT OF TREASURE 

Good and gracious God we give you thanks for the many blessings you have given us 
–  for shelter, clothing, food, love and abundance in our lives, and for the people and 
parishes in our care which connect us so closely with you. We hear your call to   
Stewardship, Lord. Give us generous hearts that we may respond by sharing our 
blessings. Give us courageous hearts that we may respond by living the Gospel    
message. Give us faith to believe in your goodness, so that with confident hearts we 
may return a generous por on of our monetary resources to you, O Lord. We pray, 
with grateful hearts, through Christ, your Son. 
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Picture a human being, unable to walk or 
speak, doubly incon nent, needing to be 
dressed, incapable of feeding without   
assistance and wholly dependent on   
others for survival. Where is that person’s 
dignity? Would it not be an act of kind-
ness to end their life painlessly? 
But wait. There’s a catch. You have just 
read the descrip on of a baby. Any baby. 
Every baby. Babies’ dependence on     
others is natural. We don’t regard them 
as lacking in dignity. 
Every person in the world at one me 
needed their bo om cleaned. One day, 
when we are ge ng near the end of our 
lives, we may need our bo oms wiped 
again. We may hate the idea. Pride, which 
wasn’t developed when we were infants, 
now tells us that we should be self-
sufficient and never a burden on others. 
What foolishness. We con nue to be     
reliant on other people (though not as 
obviously as a baby is) every moment of 
our lives. Cut off the gas and electricity, 
close the shops, and separate us from our 
friends. Where is our self-sufficiency 
now? We are interdependent. 
There are other false measurements of 
human worth. 
Wayne Rooney is paid £300,000 per week 
to play football for Manchester United. 
What will he be worth when he re res? 
Nothing, in football’s world of weekly 
wages. But his value as a human being 
will be unchanged. 
The value of your life right up un l the 

me you breathe your last is beyond 
price. It has nothing to do with your  
earning capacity or ability to stand alone. 
Chris ans believe that each human being 
is of infinite worth. One of the Psalms 
asks God a rhetorical ques on and then 
answers it: 
“What is a frail mortal, that you should be 
mindful of him, a human being that you 
should take no ce of him? Yet you have 
made him li le less than angels, crowning 
his head with glory and honour.” 
Last July in the House of Lords debate on 
assisted suicide, Archbishop Sentamu said 
that human freedom is won only by      
becoming reconciled with the need to 
die, and by affirming the human rela ons 
we have with other people… “dying well 
is the posi ve achievement of a task that 
belongs with our humanity. It is unlike all 
other tasks given to us in life, it expresses 
the value we set on life as no other       
approach to death can do.” 
The way dying people are treated is a 
judgment on the rest of us. If some feel 
so worthless that they claim a right to die 
prematurely, it means we have failed to 
persuade them that their value depends 
neither on their lack of independence nor 
their income. 
If we devalue dying people in this        
genera on, the frail and elderly may be 
discredited in the next. Consider the    
second part of this Commandment: 
"Honour your father and your mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the 
Lord your God is giving you.”    
The Venerable John Barton  

DEATH WITH DIGNITY 
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I n both eastern and western churches, Mary 
has always been held as pre-eminent among 

all the saints. The unique, extraordinary privilege of 
being the mother of the One who was both God 
and Man, makes her worthy of special honour.  
Thomas Aquinas believed she was due hyperdulia, 
or a venera on that exceeds that of other saints, 
but is at the same me infinitely below the           
adora on, or latria, due to God alone. 
 

The gospels of Ma hew and Luke give Mary most 
men on.  Luke even tells the story of Jesus’ infancy 
from Mary’s point of view. Her Song, or Magnificat 
appears in Luke 1:46-55.   
 

The virginal concep on of Christ is clearly stated in 
the gospels.  But a er Jesus’ birth, Mary fades    
quietly into the background.  During Jesus’ public 
life, she is men oned only occasionally, as at the 
wedding at Cana.  She reappears at the foot of the 
Cross (John’s Gospel), and is given into John’s care.  In the early chapters of 
Acts, Mary is with the Apostles, and received the Holy Spirit along with them 
on Whitsunday.  But her role was not the ac ve one of teaching and preaching. 
 

Mary’s significance grew with the centuries.  By the fi h century she was called 
Theotokos, The Mother of God, and from the seventh century onwards, she 
was given four fes vals: the Presenta on in the Temple (2 February), the       
Annuncia on (25 March), the Assump on (15 August) and her Na vity              
(8 September). 
 

Marian devo on has played an enormous role in the church down the years.  
Mary has been the object of countless prayers, accredited with performing 
many miracles, and the subject of thousands of ar s c endeavours. She has 
had hundreds of chapels or parish churches named a er her.  During the   
Reforma on many images of Mary were destroyed.  The Second Va can    
Council 1962 made an extended statement on her, stressing her complete     
dependence on her Son, and regarding her as a model of the Church.   
 

Principal Marian shrines of today include Lourdes (France), Fa ma (Portugal), 
Walsingham (England), Loreto (Italy), Czesochowa (Poland) and Guadalupe 
(Mexico). 

Our Lady 



 22 

H
appy 70th W

edding A
nniversary 

to O
live and F

rank 

St Michael and All Angels 
Michael is an archangel, whose name means ‘who is like unto God?’  He makes      
various appearances throughout the Bible, from the book of Daniel to the Book of 
Revela on.  In Daniel, he is ‘one of the princes’ of the heavenly host, and the special 
guardian of Israel.  In Revela on, he is the principal fighter of the heavenly ba le 
against the devil. 
 

From early mes, Michael’s cult was strong in the Bri sh Isles.  Churches at        
Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire) and Stanmer (East Sussex) were  
dedicated to him.  Bede men ons him.  St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall was believed 
to commemorate a vision there in the 8th century.  By the end of the Middle Ages, 
Michael had 686 English churches dedicated to him. Con nued on next page 
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In art Michael is o en depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 14th century East        
Anglican Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at Coventry cathedral.  Or he is found 
(in medieval art) as weighing souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe (Oxon.), Eaton 
Bishop (Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in Suffolk.  Michael’s most famous 
shrine in western Europe is Mont-Saint-Michel, where a Benedic ne abbey was     
founded in the 10th century.  The ‘All Angels’ bit of this feast-day was added in 1969 
when Gabriel and Raphael were included in with Michael. 
 

All the angels, led by St Michael  
What is an angel? Easy, people think. A shining figure with glorious wings, who appears 
from me to me to do some mighty work for God or bring a very special message from 
him.  
 

Well, that’s right in one sense (apart from the wings, which owe more to stained glass 
windows than the Bible). But the fact that not all ‘angels’ in the Bible are ‘glorious’ or 
‘shining’ should make us hesitate to categorise them in this spectacular way. A er all, 
the three apparently ordinary men who visited Abraham and Sarah to tell them that she 
would have a son even though she was long past child-bearing age had none of those 
outward embellishments. Nevertheless Abraham recognised them as divine              
messengers. 
 

The Bible is full of angels, from the early chapters of Genesis to the last chapter of    
Revela on, and o en they had a key role in crucial events. It seems, from just two       
instances, that Michael was their leader, an ’archangel’. In stained glass he’s o en seen 
with a sword, because in a vision in Revela on he led the angelic host who fought and 
defeated Satan and his army.  
 

In the Gospels an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah in the Temple, to tell him that 
his elderly wife was to have a son, the forerunner of the Messiah, John the Bap st. An 
angel - Gabriel - appeared to Mary to tell her that she would be the mother of the   
Messiah, the Son of God. . An angel appeared ‘in a dream’ to Joseph, the village         
carpenter in Nazareth, to tell him to go ahead and marry his fiancee, Mary, and           
later - also in a dream - warned him not to go back to Bethlehem. A ‘young man’, whom 
we take to have been an angel, was si ng in the empty tomb on Easter morning, 
wai ng to tell the startled women that Jesus wasn’t there - he had risen (Mark 16:5). 
 

Without going into every biblical reference to angels, those should be sufficient to show 
that the word covers an enormous diversity of experience. So the Le er to the Hebrews 
speaks of those who prac ce hospitality as some mes ‘entertaining angels unawares’. 
Some mes people recognised angels for who they were, and some mes they didn’t. 
Angels, quite simply, are God’s agents or emissaries, messengers and ministers of his 
will. Some mes they are human; some mes they seem to be spiritual beings. 
 

Perhaps we could even say that anyone, in any situa on, who is at that moment God’s 
‘messenger’ to us, or serves us graciously, is an ‘angel’. So when we say, ‘Oh, be an angel 
and pop up to the chemist for my prescrip on’, we may be nearer the heart of the 
ma er than we think! 
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Cathedrals of Britain 
Guildford Cathedral 

 

This is a most unusual cathedral, perched on a hill-top site above the 
city, with a remarkably visible tower, which can be seen for many miles 
around. We are used to cathedrals being ancient churches, but this is a 
very modern building. However, whilst being built in modern materials, it 
retains the feel of a much older building, due to its largely traditional    
design and layout. 

Carved out of the vast 
Diocese of Winchester 
in the early 20th    
Century, the Diocese 
of Guildford initially 
used a parish church 
in the city as its new 
‘Mother Church’.  
However, it lacked the 
necessary size, so a     
competition was held 
to design a new   
building, with 183 proposals being submitted. The winning design was 
by Edward Maufe, who was appointed as Cathedral Architect in 1933. 
Erected on the top of Stag Hill, the foundation stone was laid in 1936 by 
the then Archbishop of Canterbury, Cosmo Gordon Lang. 

Disaster the struck in the form of World War II and all building ceased. 
After the war, the Church was faced with an enormous struggle, as   
money and materials were in very short supply. Now costing four times 
the original estimate, the solution was similar to that found for the     
building of St Francis’s. Bricks, made from clay from the hill on which the 
cathedral stands, were sold for 2s 6d (12.5 pence) and were bought by 
people from all over the country, including by the Queen. 

Although not fully completed until 1966, the cathedral was consecrated 
in May 1961. 
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Dedicated to the Holy Spirit, the cathedral is unquestionably a bold and 
impressive statement of the Christian faith from the middle of the last 
century. Although internally quite stark, it nevertheless manages to    
convey an atmosphere of calm and reverence, such as one might find in 
many of our much more ancient and elaborately decorated buildings. 

Among the 
more interesting 
parts of the    
cathedral, one 
should visit the 
High Altar, 
above which is 
a round window 
depicting the 
seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit: 
wisdom,         
understanding, 
counsel,        
fortitude, 
knowledge,     
piety and the fear of the Lord (Isaiah 11:2-3). Behind that, typically found 
in more ancient cathedrals, is the Lady Chapel, with its blue screen and 
gates. This is a peaceful haven and is used for daily worship. 

Two chapels are of particular note. One is the Children’s Chapel, which 
contains a memorial space for those who have lost a child. The second 
is the Chapel of the Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment. 

Blending tradition with modernity, Guildford Cathedral retains all the    
traditional and necessary aspects of a Western church with the          
contemporary concern for light and space. An impressive building, no 
visit to this corner of Surrey is complete without taking the time to go to 
the top of Stag Hill and view this monument to the modern Church of 
England. 

Father David 
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Wedding Photography 
www.mepics.me 
tel:  01782 385023 

 

 

Plastering, Rendering 
Dry lining & Partitioning 
Coving, General Building 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

For quick, clean and professional 
service, please call Jamie on: 

Mob  07766 222997 
Tel 01782 619840 

 

Email:jamiethorley@hotmail.com 
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SSteve Ross   -   Maintenance 
 

ALL GAS APPLIANCES — BREAKDOWNS,  REPAIRS,  
SERVICING AND RENEWALS. 

 

GAS SAFE TECHNICIAN 
CITB ACS Approved. REG No 10475. 

 

Tel.  01630 672260  Mob. 07860 532976 

PAUL WOOLRIDGE 
Quality Painter and Decorator 

16 FREEBRIDGE CLOSE 
MEIR HAY, LONGTON 

STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFS ST3 5XQ 
  FREE              COMPETETIVE 
ESTIMATES             PRICES 

TELEPHONE 01782 331733/07714 478152              
                               MOBILE        07714 478152 

P. W. JOINERY 
WESTON COYNEY Est. 1982  

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
  Replacement Windows . Doors Carports . Storm Porches  

Fitted Wardrobes . Kitchens  . General Joinery 
NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

 

Telephone Paul on 01782 335429 / Mob 07964 014575 

Free  
Es mates 
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 Did this catch your eye? 
Put your adver sement  

Here 
 

And there’s nothing fishy  
about the price either! 

 

Please contact the  
Parish office on 
01782  393189 

 FFLOWERS  & CO.            For all Occasions 
 

Hand Made Cards 
Artificial Flowers 
Gifts: Teddies, Helium Balloons 
Funeral Tributes 
Weddings: Bouquets, Displays 
Chair Covers, Sash Hire 
 
Tel: 01782 599957 

PARISH MAGAZINE AND WEEKLY BULLETINS 
 

The deadline for items for the Weekly Bulle n is usually Tuesday 2pm.  
 

The Deadline for ar cles, news items etc for the monthly magazine is usually 
about the 12th of each month, but would be appreciated before this date.  
 

Disclaimer: Please note that we some mes include ar cles from people of the 
parish, and we appreciate these contribu ons. However, they are included on 
the understanding that any views expressed are their own, and not necessarily 
shared by the PCC or the Editor. 

Come and browse our varied selection 
Credit & Debit Cards accepted 
Telephone orders welcome 
Free Local Delivery & Free Parking 
Find us at: 
www.flowersstokeontrent.co.uk 
 
277-279 Uttoxeter Road, Normacot 
(By Fire Station) 

USUAL WEEKDAY SERVICES  
(please see weekly Bulletins for any changes) 
  

Holy Evangelists: Mass on Thursday at 10.00am 
 

St Francis:    Mass on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9.30am 
Mass on Thursday at 7.30pm

St Francis: 
Morning prayer:  9am (Monday to Thursday) 
Evening prayer:   5pm (Monday to Thursday) 
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Saint of the Month: September  
Pope St Gregory the Great 
 

The tle ‘the Great’ is given by popular           
acclama on to only three popes in history and 
it is to one of these, Pope St Gregory the 
Great, that we turn our thoughts to this 
month. 

Gregory was born in Rome to a very wealthy 
family in the 6th Century, probably around 540 
AD. Given the usual rigorous classical             
educa on, he entered government and rapidly 
rose to become Prefect, or Governor, of the 
City of Rome. During the Lombard    invasion of Italy in 571, he devoted himself to 
the care of the many refugees who came flooding into the city. Following the 
death of his parents, Gregory inherited vast estates in Rome and in Sicily but in 
574 he decided, at the bidding of three friends of his who were already monks, to 
renounce his worldly ambi ons and  enter a monas c life. To help in this, he 
turned his own family house in Rome into a monastery, dedicated to St Andrew. It 
remains there to this day as an ac ve  monas c community. 

In 578, he became one of the Pope’s Deacons, who at that me took a leading 
role in the administra on of the Church and its property. His outstanding abili es 
led to him becoming Papal Legate, or representa ve, at the Imperial Court in  
Constan nople from 579-585. This gave him an impressive understanding of the 
way in which the Church was developing in the more peaceful and se led areas 
of the Roman Empire, which was in its dying stages in the West. On his return to 
Rome, he took up posi on as Abbot of his monastery of St Andrew’s. 

On 3rd September 590, Gregory was elected and consecrated as Bishop of Rome. 
Immediately, he set about the work which would establish his reputa on for 
greatness. He started with a reform of Church discipline, punishing or removing 
bishops and clergy who were not up to the task or who were leading improper 
lives. Unusually for his me, he ac vely protected Jews from persecu on,           
establishing their freedom to worship as part of the law. He poured out the 
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wealth of the Church to feed those  
suffering from famine and in ransoming Chris ans captured by barbarians. Go-
ing even further, he nego ated peace trea es with barbarian invaders, even 
managing to convert numbers of them to Chris anity. 

One of his most notable achievements lay in sending out missionaries to      
barbarian lands. Among these, perhaps the most important and successful was 
the monk Augus ne, whom Gregory sent to what is now England, and who 
converted much of the South and East of the land, laying the founda ons for 
the Church of England. The people of this country owe a great debt to Gregory, 
for it would have been very easy for him just to ignore this island and focus on 
mainland Europe, which itself had a great need of missionaries. 

Gregory was also a great teacher and writer, producing many le ers and       
volumes dedicated to pastoral theology. Most importantly, he revitalized the 
celebra on of the Mass, especially with regard to music. The chant which bears 
his name, Gregorian Chant, is the great heritage of the Church brought about 
by his work. A er half a century of neglect, today it is making a welcome        
reappearance in churches. The Canon of the Mass, the Eucharis c Prayer,  o en 
used in our parish, was restructured by Gregory into its present form, although 
it is actually of even greater an quity than Gregory’s me. 

Considered the last of the Western Church Fathers, Gregory was a humble man 
who took as his tle, ‘Servant of the servants of God’, a tle used by the Popes 
ever since. Gregory died in Rome on 12th March 604. 

Father David 

Saint of the Month cont. 

Who are We? - Shelley Brooker 
Con nued from page 9 
the record of his life on many films and have visited his homes many mes. I went to 
his lying in state in 1965 - an unforge able experience. He would have inspired me 
to  anything and I always played his speeches before term me in September! 
 

As Dickens said “If I should turn out to be the hero of my life” I cannot tell. I have 
had a wonderful me thus far and in my garden under the gaze of a statue of             
St Francis a stone bearing the inscrip on “On this earth are all the joys of heaven”. It 
is perfectly true! 
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Hall for 
Hire at  
St Francis’ 
Church 

is suitable for classes, parties, buffet or 
sit down meals, fund-raising events etc. 
There is a kitchen and tables and chairs 
can be provided.  It can  accommodate 
up to 100 people, around 70 if seated. 

Walchester Room 
for Hire at  
St Francis’ Church 

(at the back of church, with a separate entrance) is also available 
for smaller groups, meetings, or activities.  It has  television / 
DVD / Video and WiFi.  This room will accommodate up to 60    
people (40-50 if seated). There are kitchen facilities for making   
refreshments and snacks. 

There is also a large car park, and grounds which can be used. 
To enquire about any of these facilities please ask the wardens or 

contact Ann in the parish office:   
Tel: 01782 393189 
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**CHURCH GROUPS* 
NORMACOT MOTHERS’ UNION 

Monthly meetings at Holy Evangelists’ Church 
2.00pm, 3rd Monday in the month unless stated otherwise 

Next meeting 15th September 
CONTACT: Jenny Davies (595121) for further details. 

        

Third Tuesday Together 
 

September 16th, at St Francis, 7.30pm 
 
 

Let's walk in Spirit with our friends on  
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

 

            All welcome, refreshments afterwards 

The Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists 
       First Tuesday of the month  
                    at 2.30pm 
   Next meeting on 2nd September 

                    St Francis Junior Church 
               Every Sunday  
         (except school holidays)  
       9.30am in the church hall 

        Fun + Faith + Friends 
     * Bible stories * Games  *  
             *Art/Crafts * 

Every Thursday at Holy Evangelists’ 
“Open for Elevenses” 

After the 10am Mass, tea and coffee will be served.   
Call in for a drink, a chat with friends and  something more. 

Feel free to bring your knitting or other activity. 

Junior Church 



 33 

11th North Staffs St Francis 
 Boys Brigade and Girl’s Association 

Meetings are normally  
at St Francis Church, Sandon Road, Meir Heath: 

on Fridays  
6-7pm for Anchors (aged 5 - 8),  

7-8.30pm for Juniors (aged 8 - 11)  
8-9.30pm for Company (aged 11-15) 

 

If you would like more information or if you think 
you would like to help out with running these groups 

Tony Meredith 07581484188. 

The Brigade 
Has been a great success and needs 
more volunteers to help out on a 
Friday with Anchors, Juniors and 

Company. You don’t have to   
commit to every week - just whenever you can manage would 

be appreciated. Please see Sue or Tony if you can help. 

Play Pals 
Our Parent & Toddler 

group for children  
under 4    

Holy Evangelists’ 
Wednesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

families@mhandn.org 

Tiddlers 
            Our Parent & Toddler 

            group for children  
         under 4    

St Francis’ 
Tuesdays, 9.30-11.00 

during term time.  
Please contact Sue for more  

information 
07960 210631 

families@mhandn.org 
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ST FRANCIS  100+ CLUB 
 
August’s Draw 
 

1st  £20 (62) Enoch Pritchard  
2nd  £10 (25) Barbara Procter  
3rd  £5  (65) Vera Arnold  
 

 

Please contact John Fernyhough to join 
There are numbers available 

NORMACOT ‘100’ CLUB 
 

August’s Draw  
 

No.     £20 (57) Helen Okoisor  
No.     £10 (31) Don Millington  
No.     £5 (42) Tracey Johnson   
    

Prizes from unallocated numbers are put back into 
church funds. 

 

Please let me know if you are interested in having 
a number in our ‘100’ club, or another number to 

give you more chances of   winning, as I now 
have several numbers available.  

 

If anyone is waiting for a number in the St. Francis 
'100' Club we have vacant numbers at Normacot.  All 

funds support the same cause!  
 

 Good luck and don’t forget to pay your £1 to Julie Kent 
each month. 

 

  Let’s put the ‘fun’ back into ‘fundraising’! 
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St Francis’ Eucharistic Assistants Rota for September 

 8.00am 9.30am 

7th Keith Wheeldon Judith Plant Lucy Ryan 

14th Chris Beech Keith Wheeldon Richard Whitmore 

21st Richard Whitmore Judith Plant Dawn Roberts 

28th Chris Beech Lucy Ryan Keith Wheeldon 

5th 
Oct Chris Beech Richard Whitmore Enoch Pritchard 

St Francis’ Sidesperson Rota for September 

7th 9.30 Sue Goodwin and Pam Goodwin 

14th 9.30 John Fernyhough and Arthur Barnard 

21st 9.30 Jean Finney and Barbara Smith 

28th 9.30 Chris Goodwin and Terry Barlow 

5th Oct 9.30 Margaret Pritchard and Paula Walker 

St Francis’ Flower Rota for September 
 

Flower rota enquiries:  
Christine Deaville  Tel: 01782 395884 
New People always welcome 
 
 

September 14th Margo Cousins 
September 28th Sue Goodwin / Marion Bourne 
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St Francis’ Servers Rota for September 

7th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Derek 
Smith 

Dawn     
Roberts 

Lucy          
Ryan 

14th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

David 
Beardmore 

Mary    
Johnson 

Judith       
Plant 

21st 9.30 Mike 
Deaville Lucy Ryan Dawn     

Roberts 
David     

Beardmore 

28th 9.30 Mike 
Deaville 

Dawn     
Roberts 

Lucy      
Ryan 

David     
Beardmore 

5th 
Oct 9.30 Mike 

Deaville 
David 

Beardmore 
Mary   

Johnson 
Dawn         

Roberts 

St Francis’ Coffee Rota for September 

7th Doreen Bath, Margot Cousins 

14th Val Meredith, Joan Masterson, Doreen Unwin 

21st Sue Goodwin, Audrey Cahun, Judith Forrester 

28th Yvonne Ryan, Sue Derbyshire, Mrs Lowndes 

5th 
Oct Paula Whalley, Mrs Boughey, Lily Challinor 
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The Parish of Meir Heath and Normacot   
Reg Charity No. 1131470  

 

Comprising:   St Francis of Assisi, Meir Heath  
     Holy Evangelists’,  Normacot 
     St Matthew, Rough Close 
    

Parish Priest: Rev Dr David McHardy, SSC 
 

Sunday Services: 
8.00am    Low Mass (BCP)  St Francis 
9.30am    Parish Mass  St Francis 
11.15am  Parish Mass   Holy Evangelists   
6.30pm    Evensong   St Francis 
 

Weekday Services: 
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday Mass, 9.30am at St Francis 
Thursday:       Mass, 10.00am at Holy Evangelists 
Thursday:       Mass, 7.30pm at St Francis 
Morning Prayer at St Francis, 9am - Monday to Thursday 
Evening Prayer at St Francis, 5pm - Monday to Thursday 
 

Holy Baptism is generally administered on a Saturday (monthly, 12.00 
noon at St Francis) but can also be administered in the main Sunday 
Mass.  
At Holy Evangelists, Holy Baptism can be administered within the    
Sunday Mass.  
 

The Blessed Sacrament is reserved and is available for the Communion 
of the Sick at any time. We would appreciate being informed of those 
who are ill. Fr David will arrange home visits. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession & Absolution) is always 
available in the Church of England - please speak with Fr David. 
 

We are supported by local and retired priests, and other members of the  
Archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent.  
 

We have an active Mission Committee and Social Committee.  
 

There is a Mothers’ Union and Rosary Group at Holy Evangelists.  
 

All premises have disabled access and toilet facilities. 
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Parish Contact Details: 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr David McHardy, The Vicarage, Sandon Road,  
    Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    Tel 01782 398585   email: vicar@MHandN.org 
 

Lay Readers:  Mr Paul Sumner 01782 722448      
    psumner958@btinternet.com 
    Mrs Julie Kent 01782 328754   jkent_26@yahoo.co.uk   

Churchwardens: St Francis: Mr A Barnard 01782 392261  
       aeabarnard@gmail.com  
       Mr KG Dale   01538 750873      
       k.g.dale@hotmail.com 
 

            Holy Evangelists: Mrs Denise Parr  01782 325169 
       Mrs Wendy Huson 01782 328496 
 

PCC Secretary / : Mrs S Goodwin    01782 392460   
Families Worker 
 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs P Goodwin    07548 548806 
 

Vergers:    St Francis: Mr G Corbishley    01782 397380 
       Mr John Fernyhough  01782 397633 
            Holy Evangelists:    Mrs Jenny Davies  01782 595121 
 

Eucharistic Ministers:   Keith Wheeldon 
 

Organist:  Pat Mair  
 

Administrator: Ann McHardy, St Francis Parish Office, 
    Sandon Road, Meir Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7LH 
    All enquiries: 01782 393189 office@MHandN.org 
 

Magazine:  Martin Elliott  mepics@live.co.uk  
    Mrs C Deaville for subscription and distribution 
 

Website:   Rob Latham   web@MHandN.org 
 

Mission Committee: TBA 
           

Social Committee: Yvonne Ryan 01782 392507 
 

The Parish supports:  
 

the work of the Church of England Children’s Society 
 Secretary:   Mrs Dawn Roberts 392655 (for St Francis’) 
    Mrs Elaine Barrett  334591 (for Holy Evangelists’) 
 

the work of World Vision / Christian Aid 
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